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ItlGHT HONOR JBIM 

SPENCER PERCEVAL, M. R 

Chancellor of th$ Sxcheqmr, %Ct %c. %c. 



SIR, 

The beneTolent Attention you 
have paid to the Melioration of the 
state of the inferior Clergy, will, 
I hope, induce you to receive the 
Dedication of this small Volume, 
as a Mark of Gratitude and Re- 
speCtt The Time, I trust, is not 
jQair distant, when, chiefly by your 
persevering^ and humane Exertions, 
every Parish will be enabled &irly 

a2 to 



II DEDICATION. 

to expect and require its appro- 
priate resident Clergyman. The 
total absence ^f Laymen from their 
Estaies, if a. great Injury to So- 
ciety, but the Non^nasideace of 
any established Ecclesiastic, eitiier 
Rector, Vicar, or Curate, is «i Evil 
attended witii the worst Cmisequen- 
ees to the Interests of Religion and 
Morality. 

I hare the Hkmor to be, 

StR, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A. FRESTON. 

EDGtFORTJI, JUXB 5, 1809. 
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TO THE READER 



THE Author begs leave io apologize 
for printing the few Greek Notes that occur 
in these Sermons^ in the Roman Character^ 
He has experienced^ upon former Occdh 
sians^ so much Delay ^ and so mantf Mistakes 
in the Greek Type^ that he hopes it will be 
excused upon the present. The chief Ob» 
Ject^ is to give the Authority for an Assertion s 
and to the Learned^ he hopes^ this will be 
done as well by the Method now resorted to^ 
as by the other^ which U certainly gave him 
great concern not to adopt. 



ERRATA. 

Pig^ 54^ Note, for genetive read geniiivs 

Page SO, line 18, for whenever read when. 

Page 81, line 7, for ameUeraiion read meliaroHon. 

Page 118, line 9, for merely read mercg ; line 15, for cos- 

iftic^ read conduct 
Page 1S6, line 13, dele thai. 
Page 137, line 5, dele he» 
P^e 138, line 18, for effeei read <?^4»sf. 
Page 143, line 3, forlfte read hit. 
Page 167, line 15, for shall read shalt. 
Page 183, head line, for edeauHony read education^ 
Page 103, line 10, for /Ac read #Ae. 
P^;e 313, line 0, for man read men. 
TtLgd 330, line 31, for Commannmeni read Commancfoi^fi/. 
Page 346, line 0, dele buf. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



I CORINTH. XV. 22. 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 

all be made alive. 

XN the first chapter of the Book of Genesis^ 
we read, ^^ that God created man in his 
^^ own image, in the image . of God created 
'* he lum:'' by which we are to understand, 
not any corporeal, but a spiritual, or mental 
resemblance. God is a spirit; of this the 
mind of man is enabled to form but an inatie- 
quate idea ; of this he can only judge by its 
energies and operations. We are expressly 
forbidden, by the law of our Creator, to make 
any personal representation of our God : he 
is not the object of our fleshly senses, but of our 

B spiritual 



10 SERMON I. 

spiritual soul; when man, therefore, is said to 
be made in the image of his Maker, he must 
be understood, as created originally, a just, 
an upright, and a ratimial being. But not- 
withstanding the perfection of man^s original 
mind, it is eridently necessary he must be a 
tree agent: if he had no power of doing 
wrong, he could have no merit in doing 
right; he would hare been a mere machine; 
he would have resembled inert matter, which 
cannot act but as it is acted upon* The An- 
gels were also free agents ; ^ they kept not 
^^ their first estate, but left their own habi- 
^^ tations''^ of bliss and immortality. As 
the test of man's obedience to his Creator 
and Soyereign Ruler, he must hare some 
fixed law, by the obserrance or transgression 
of which he might stand or fall. A multi^ 
plicity of laws was neither possible for an 
individual, nor necessary. Adultery he could 

*■ St Jude. 

not 



INTRODUCTORY. It 

not oommit; murder would have reduced him 
to absolute solitude; and robbery has been 
introduced, by the inordinate desires and the 
idler wants of social life, to which he was at 
that time a stranger, and which he had it in 
his power to satisfy, if he had been so in- 
clined, by the most unbounded gratification. 
The one law, therefore, was simply obe^ 
dience to his maker. He transgressed this 
law; he incurred the penalty; he entailed 
-sin and death t>n himself and his posterity. 
The experience of ages has conrinced us, that 
the obserrance of laws must be secured by 
penalty, and that punishment must follow 
delinquency; if not, the efficacy of the law 
is totally destroyed, and the lawgirer de- 
spised* We see, every day, before our eyes, 
that neither the almost certain loss of life, 
nor the danger of eternal destruction, can 
deter men from the commission of the most 

enormous crimes. 

B 2 SKovtl^ 



1^ SERMON f. 

Shortly after the fall of man, its pernicious 
consequences began to be apparent. Adast 
perceived the fuUeflFect of his transgression, ia 
the guilt of one son, and in the death of the 
other ; he felt how bitter death could be, in 
the loss of Abel. The image of Adam in 
Cain, was a mind capable of, and inclined to^ 
corruption; and (horrid to relate) the first 
overt instance of it was, the murder of an 
amiable brother: Was this the kind of man, 
can we suppose, that iGod created^ This 
propensity to what is wrong, which we^ feel 
in every one of us, and which we see (unac- 
countably as we think) in the violent pas- 
sions, the greediness^ the falsity, and the ma- 
lice even of infants, is denominated original 
sin; it is what St. Paul calls '^ the law of our 
«' members warring against the law of our 
" mind;"* it is an impulse to the improper 
gratification of our sensual appetites and, pas- 

* Rom. vii. 23. 

. . sions« 



INTRODUCTORY J 13 

sions, contrary to the express command of 
God) and dcstructire of the good of society •♦ 
In the midst, however, of justice, God re- 
membered mercy : he promised a descend- 
ant of the man he had created, who should 
redeem mankind from the penalty they had 
incurred, who should teach them the most 
exalted virtue, and who should exemplify, in 
his own person, its practicability, and the 
possibility of the perfection of man. This 
Redeemer was to be at once an ensample of 
godly life, and a vicarious sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. 

It is supposed, by one learned commenta- 
tor,*^ that no carnal sacrifices took place before 

* Eti de peri Job outo gegraptai. Job een dicaios kai 
amemptos, alethinos, theosebecs, apekomenos apo panton 
kakou, all autos eautou kategor6n legei^ Oudeis katharos 
iipo rupou oude ci mias eemeras ee Zoec autou. 

Clemens Romanus. 

Psalm li. 5 J ^' Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin 
hath my mother conceiyed me. 

t Grotins, 

b3 ^^ 



14 SERMON I. 

the flood: the firstlings of AbePs flock, he 
thinks, might possibly be the milk of that 
fl^ock, as the Hebrew word signifies either milk 
or fat; but others are of a different opinion, 
and consider animal sacrifices as commanded 
soon after the fall,* by the Almighty himself^ 
as types of the great sacrifice of his Son ; and 
this, indeed, may best explain the Apostle's 
observation, that ^^ by faith Abel offered a 
^* more excellent sacrifice than Cain;''-!* he 
believed in the redemption. The characters 
of the two brothers are properly discriminated 
in Scripture: Abel was humble, pious, and 
submissive to his Maker ; Cain was sullen, 
discontented, and malicious. After the de- 
luge, mention is made of Noah's sacrifice; 
with which the Lord, to speak after the man« 

^ One learned writer supposes that the skins with whichi 
the Almighty cloathcd our first parents, were those of the sa- 
crifices, as it was unlikely that any animals should die so 
soon, or that Adam should kill them for his own use. 

+ St. Paul. Hcb. xi. 4. 
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ner of men^ is said to be delighted.^ The 
patriai*ch Abraham must have been ex- 
tremely astonished^ to receive from God a 
clear command to offer up a human sacrifice: 
and it is impossible he could reconcile this 
urith the promises of God, except by a firn^ 
persuasion of the resurrection of the dead. 
Accordingly the Apostle tells us, that ^' by 
^^ faith Abraham, when he was tried, ,of- 
^^ fered up Isaac; and he that had receired 
*^ the promises, offered up his only begotten 
^^ son, of whom it was said, that in Isaac 
^^ shall thy seed be called; accounting that 
^^ God was able even to raise him up from 
" the dead.''+ 

* No doubt, I think, could be formed that sacrifices were 
of diTine appointment ; man, in his savage state, would have 
been led, by natural instinct, to have eaten the victim, ra- 
ther than to have consumed it in the fire to his God. This 
must surely have been the effect of revelation, — See more on 
sacrifices in Sermon vi. 

i Heb. xu 17. 

b4 It 



18 8SRMON I. 

And his holy prophet had before declared, 
^^ Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt- 
^^ offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the 
*' voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is 
^^ better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
^* the fat of rams/' + 

I could wish next to point out a few of 
those Jewish sacrifices and ceremonies, which 
bear a reference to the great sacrifice and 
oblation of Christ. The lamb chosen for 
such purposes, was, as an eminent type of 
our Saviour, to be without spot or blemish ; 
the body of the victim was to be burnt with- 
out the camp, as Jesus suffered without the 
gate. The author of the epistle to the He- 
brews, has clearly shewn the resemblance, 
not only of the sacrifices themselves, to Christ, 
but even that of the high priest : ^^ Into the 
^' second tabernacle went the high priest, 
*' alone^ once every year, not without blood, 

*^ which 

+ 1 Sam. XT. 22. 
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^ whidi ht offered for himself, and for the 
^* errors of the people. The Holy Ghost 
*^ this signifying, that the way into the 
^^ holiest of ail was not yet made manifest, 
*^ while as the first tabernacle was yet stand- 
^^ ing, which was a figure /or the time then 
*' present^ in which were offered both gifts 
^ and sacrifices, that could not make him that 
*^ did the serrice perfect, as pertaining to 
^^ the conscience, which stood only in meats, 
^^ and drinks, and divers washings, and 
^^ carnal ordinances, imposed on them, until 
^^ the time of reformation. But Christ being 
^^ come an high priest of good things to 
^^ come, by a greater and more perfect ta- 
^^ bernacle, not made with hands, that is to 
^^ say, not of this building, (not of this 
*' lower creation), neither by the blood of 
^^ goats and calves, but by his own blood, he 
*' entered in once into the holy place, having 
*' obtained eternal redemption for us ; for if 

" the 



20 SERMON I. 

^^ the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
^' ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
'' sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, 
'^ how much more shall the blood of Christ, 
'' who, through the eternal spirit, offered 
'^ himself without spot to God, purge your 
'' conscience from dead works to serve me 
^^ living God? And almost all things are by 
^^ the law purged with blood ; and without 
^^ shedding of blood, there is no remission, 
*' It was therefore necessary, that thie pat- 
*^ terns of things in the Heavens should be 
'^ purified with these; but i;he heavenly 
'' things themselves with better sacrifices 
^^ than these ; for Christ is not entered into 
" the holy places made with hands, which 
" are the figures of the true, but into 
*^ Heaven itself, now to appear in the pre- 
'^ sence of God for us ; nor yet that he 
'^ should offer himself oflen^ as the high 
^^ priest entereth into the holy place every 

" year, 
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^^ year, with the blood of others^ for then 
^^ must he often have sulBered since the 
^^ foundation of the world : but now once in 
^^ the end of the world, hath he appeared^ 
^^ to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
^' self.'' * Undoubtedly all the Jewish sacri* 
fices were types of Christ, and none more so 
than the Passorer. God struck Xhefirst'hcm 
son in every family, to signify before hand 
the death of his only begotten and beloved 
son, the heir of all things, who is called the 
firstborn of God and of his motha*:*f- the 
whole assembly of the congregaticm were to 
kill the paschal lamb, as the whole Jewish 
Sanhedrim, nay the whole body of the 
Jewish people, condemned our Saviour to 
death. Nothing of it was to remain until 
the morning ; so the Jews '^ besought Pilate, 
^^ that his body should not remain on the 

* St. Paul, Hcb. ix. 
f Matt. 1. 25»— Luke ii. 7.— Heb. I. 6. 

^^ Cross 
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^ Cross till the morrow, but that his legs 
^^ might be broken, and that he might be 
^^ taken away.'' ^ But the divine prophecy 
had declared ^^ not a bone of him shall be 
^^ broken," as the diripe injunction had 
forbidden the Jews to break a bone of the 
Lord's passorer* 

The brazen serpent was also anothisr type 
of Christ ; for out Saviour says, '' As Moses 
^' lifted up the serpent in the vrilderness, 
^' even so must the son of man be lifted up, 
^^ that whosoever believeth in him should 
*' not perish, but have eternal life*" -f- Now 
it is hardly to be supposed, that God would 
have made that very animal which was the 
cause of disease, at once the means of cure ; 
or, knowing how prone the Jews were to 
idolatry, would have encouraged them to 
look up with hope and confidence to a sen- 
sible and material object, without further 

* John xix. 31. f John iii, 14^ 15. 

explanation* 



INTRODUCTORY. 23 

explanation. ^ No doubt Moses did explain 
to them the intent of such a procedure. 
The author of the book of Wisdom, ad- 
dressing himself to God, and speaking of 
the Israelites, has imputed the virtue of this 
brazen serpent to its true cause : ^^ He that 
^^ turned himself towards it, was not healed 
^^ by the thing which he saw, but by thoe, 
^' who art die Saviour of all/' -f- And ac- 
cordingly in the forgoing verse he calls it a 
*' sign or symbol of salvation, to put them 
^^ in remembrance of the commandment of 
'^ the law.'' The Jewish Doctors could 
never account for this transaction, nor ima- 
gine how God, who had forbidden all man- 
ner of graven images, should command one 

* Accordingly we do find, that after the Jews had re- 
lapsed into idolatry, seven hundred and thirty one years after 
Moses, they worshipped the brazen serpent. Hezekiah 
endeavoured to convince them of their extreme folly, 
breaking it to pieces, and assuring them, that it was no- 
thing bnt Nehushtauj a trumpery/ thing of brass, 

+ Wisdom xvi. 7. 

to 
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to be used on this occasion.* But had 
they known Christ, and him crucified, they 
might have soon perceived, that God . in- 
tended it for a type of the death of his son, 
and of the very manner in which he was to 
die ; and that the effects of the brazen Ser- 
pent upon the Israelites, who looked upon 
it,, did represent the virtue received by true 
believers, from the death of their Saviour 
and Redeemer, aud the cure they experi- 
enced of that evil, brought upon them by 
the malice of Satan, prefigured in the Old 
Testament under the form of a serpent. 
Our Saviour says, '' and I, if I be lifted 
^' up from the earth, will draw all men 
^' unto me» This he said, signifying what 
'* death he should . die :" -f and this pro- 
phecy was the more remarkable, becauscL 
in two former instances, the Jews had 

* Vid. Justin Martyr's Dialogue with Tiypho. 

f John xju. 32, 

attempted 
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«ttempted to stone him to deiiiih ; and 
Stephen they actually did stone, for what 
they esteemed the same offence. 

Anothar remarkaUe type of the Messiah, 
was that of the pMphet Jonah: CSirist says, 
^ An enl and adulterous generation seel:- 
^^ eth after a sign ; but there shall no sign 
^^ be given to it, but the ^gn of the prophet 
^^ Jonas; Cmt m Jonas was three days and 
^^ Aree nights in the whale's belly, so shall 
^^ the Son of Man be three days and three 
^^ nights in the heart of the earlh;^* He 
calls them an adulterous generation^ because 
they had apostatized from the true reUgion, 
to an unfaithfiil wife deserts her legitimate 
husband, and diverts her attiehment to k 
stranger. The prophecies of the Old Test»- 
ment are strictly felfilled in the New; that^^ 
IS, in the time and circumrtanoes of our 
Saviour's coming, his birth, course of life, 

* Matt tiL 89. 

c docttine«^ 
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doctrine, actions, sufferings, . death, and re* 
surrection. We may safely rely on the ge-* 
nuineness and authenticity of the New Tes- 
tament, since, if it had been corrupted, the 
corrupters must hare been Jews ; and it can 
hardly be supposed, that the Jews would 
hare left such testimonies- against themselres; 
such a record of miracles unbelieved, and 
unattended to; :the very. names of persons 
mentioned^ on whom these miracles were 

performed, as for instance, blind Bartimeus 
the son of Timaeus, Ananias and Sapphira, 
Elymas the sorcerer, Makhus, and many 
others* 

That some errors may. hare crept into 
both the Hebrew and Greek copies of the 
Bible, is possible ; but a learned author^ has 
shewn, that in the quotations of the New 
Testament from the prophecies of the Old, 
in nine instances out of ten^ the very words. 

* Dr. Offcn. 

of 
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of the ancient scriptures are made use of | 
and in all the rest, the sense of the prophc^ 
is taken at least, if not the very words. It is 
not my intention, in the present sermon, to 
enter fully into the different prophecies re- 
specting our Sayiour, because they must ne- 
cessarily be referred to, in their order, in the 
subsequent discourses, and under their pro- 
per heads; and some difficulty will certain- 
ly arise, to keep them distinct and to avoid 
repetition. Our Saviour advises his follow- 
ers, to search the Scriptures; for in then^ says 
h^ ye are wisely of opinion ye have the pre- 
cepts of eternal life laid down, /^and they 
'* are they which testify of me.''* In like 
manner the Church to which we belong, 
exhorts us diligently to read, mark, and 
learn them ; the better we are informed of 
them, the more firm our faith will be, and 
it is our own fault, if not the more pure our 

* John T. 29. 
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mcNrak* It i% Jiowerer, too modi (unhap- 
pily) the eustMi of the present day, to set 
up the pride d human reason against the 
express wwd of God ; to sit down to read 
the Scriptures, not with a view to reconcUe 
difficulties, and to satisfy our minds upon 
them, by diligent research, but to find them 
out and teyil at them, and to maintain oiir 
own crude and hasty judgment, against the 
well digested opinions oi learned and pious 
men. ^ The great rice of the present day^ 
^ {says a very able writer*) is a presump-^ 
«( tuouspredpitancy of judgment; and there 
^ is nothing from which the cause of Chris* 
^ tianity, as well as of general knowledge^ 
^^ has mffeied more sererely, than from that 
^ impatience of investigation, and that con-^ 
^ fidence of decision upon hasty and partial 
^ riews, which mark the literary character 
*^ of an age, undeservedly extolled for its 

* Magee, 

^^ improvements^ 
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^^ improvements in reasoning and philoso- 
^^ ph]r»^' This is not becoming the humility 
of Christians in sacred researches^ If we 
enter at all upon the subject, let us, by long 
study and application, endeavour to make 
ourselves masters of it ; but if our inclina- 
tions or occupations hare led vb another vray, 
it is, surely, the greatest want of candour 
and modesty, to refuse attention to those, who, 
from careful investigation, and long reflec- 
tion, are not likely to misunderstand it, 
and who can hare no motive to mislead us. 
It is most un&irly uiged against the mem- 
bers of the Church of England, that they 
only support, and endeavour to advance the 
tenets of that Church, to promote their own 
emolument and secular interests ; that, like 
the Ephesian artificers, they cry out, be- 
cause they think ^^that their craft is in 
^^ danger to be set at nought; '^ for is it not 
continually found, that men who^ wish no 

c 3 further 
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further promotion, are the most zealous in 
the defence and adrancement of its doc- 
trines, from the highly laudable principle 
of discharging an incumbent duty to their 
Lord and Saviour, and to all mankind ? 

Lastly, Christ declares, that ^^ He is not 
^^ come to destroy the law and the pro- 
^^ phets; he came not to destroy, but to 
^' fulfil. '' The moral law of Moses is 
clearly of ererlasting obligation ; the com- 
prehension of our duty to God and man, 
must ever remain the same ; ^^ Thou shalt 
'^ love the Lord thy God with all thy soul, 
^^ with all thy mind, and with all thy 
'^ strength, and thy neighbour as thyself, " 
is a sufficient summary of the Mosaic law, 
at once ccmcise and comprehensive; as our 
Saviour says, ^^on these two command- 
'^ ments hang all the law and the pro- 
" phets. '' The whole of the Old Testament 
^endeavours strongly to inculcate these two 

grand 
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grand duties of man, the New Testament 
to enforce and to extend them. But with 
respect to thie law wlT sacrifices, Christ has 
fulfilled that, and rendered them no longer 
necessary ; '^ For this man, after he had of- 
'^ fered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat 
*' down on the right hand of God.'^ 
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JOHN I. XIV. 

And ihe word mom made Jle$h, and dwelt anumg 
u$, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of ihe Father) full of grace 
and truth. 

TTAVING briefly noticed, in my first 
discourse, some promises andctypes 
oF a Redeemer, \ shall, secondly, proceed 
to enquire, who that Redeemer was ? The 
pre-existencc, and super-angelic nature of 
Jesus Christ, are so often alluded to by him- 
self and others, and have been so clearly 
proved by many able writers, that all dis-o 
pute on these points, seems to be given up : 
but the Godhead of Christ, aqd his being, 
in a peculiar and exclusive manner, the 

proper 
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proper and only Son of God, is still 
doubted by some, even after all that has 
been urged by the ancient fathers, and by 
Che most leumed commentators, from the 
time of Cerinthus to the present era. 
All sects, lumever, seem to agree, that the 
Scriptures alone must decide this point; 
but the misfortune is, that almost every 
one, in the present day, claims the right 
of interpreting and explaining Scripture 
according to his own ideas, and as he him« 
Mlf understands it, now figuratively, noiT 
literally: he first forms his hypothesis, then 
wrests the translation of the original to it; 
so that each sect maintains that its tenets 
are built on the basis of holy writ. By 
far the greater part, however, of ChristiaQ 
sodeties, acknowledge the divinity of Christy 
There is, certsuinly, one sect that denies it, 
and denominates itself Unitarian, and at^ 
tempts unfiiirly to stigmatize the others 
with the diaige of Tritheism, thim which 
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accusation nothing can be more unfounded* 
With much greater reason might the Tri- 
nitarian apply the tide of Deists to those 
who disbelieve the Godhead of our Saviour* 
The unity of God, is a doctrine main* 
tained by many in the heathen world, 
by the Mosaic tables, by the Jews, and 
even by the Mohammedans, by all Chrigi^ 
tians, and not less by the Church oi Eng^ 
land. Another groundless accusation against 
n^ seems to be, that we do not allow the 
proper humanity of Jesus Christ; but how 
can this, be justly said, when we uniformly 
assert him to be ''perfect man^ of a 
'' reasonable soul, and human flesh sub- 
" sisting?" that he was '^incvnate by the 
" Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and 
'' was made man.V In our Communion 
service we conf^ him to be " bath God 
'' and ma»," and ''very man^^^ as alsa 
in several places of our Liturgy. It shall 
be my endeavour, in this discourse, there- 
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fore5 as far as lies in my power, to satisfy 
the enquiries of my hearers on diis most 
essential point of our faith, and to prove, 
from Scripture, that our Church is justified 
in maintaining, first, that Christ is God; 
and, secondly, that he is peculiarly, and 
solely, the Son of God. The matter is 
truly important, and ought to be closely 
and calmly argued; vre do not want to 
revile, or to persecute, but to convince; 
at the same time I must be supposed 
addressing myself to those who believe the 
Scriptures. To follow the examination of 
the New Testament, as it is called, in 
regular order, let us begin with the 1st 
chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, * where 

we 

* I cannot see any reason to call the authenticity of die 
1st chapter of St. Matthew in question, after the pains 
taken by Mill, Wctstein, and others, to. ascertain it. As 
to saying that the latter part contradicts the genealogy, that 
I most strenuously deny. The Evangelist b^ns by saying, 
^^ Abraham begat Isaac," &c. and goes on till he comes to 

Joseph, 
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we find the history of our Saviour's birth 
to be, that when his mother was espoused 
to Joseph^ before they lived together as 
pian and wife, he was greatly surprised 
and chagrined to find her pregnant, know* 
ing that the Child could not be his, yet, 
beipg an humane and benevolent man, Im 
had compassion on her supposed frailty, 
did not wish to expose her to public scorn^ 

Josf^h, when ho changes the expression, and instead of say- 
log, ^' Jacob begat Joseph, and Joseph begat Jesus, who is 
^' called the Christ,^' he says, '' Jacob begat Joseph, the 
^^ hnsband ofMary^ of whom was born Jcsns," thereby 
clearly mtiauitiBg that Jcsuf was not the sqs of Joseph, 
though he was of Mary : this being the case, how did it 
liappen? wh^ as we are told hi the subsequent part of the 
chapt^, ^^ Now the birth of Jesus Christ wafr in this raaOi^ 
'« ner:" &c. If Jesus was the Son of Joseph's wife, with- 
out any protest or objection on the part of the husband, he 
was by law entitled to the crown of JOavid, or to all the 
rights and promises to which Joseph was entitled, but he 
vai lu^t to be descended m the flesh from Joseph, for (he 
prophecy says (Gen. iii. 15), it was the ^^seed of the woman 
which €hould bruise the serpent's head." As* to the Jews 
MiMlug our Saviour ^^ The Carpenter's Son," he was nota 
vhit the more so for that 

but 
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bat to divdree her prirately, and leave her 
conduct to be her punishmetit. Whilst he 
was reflecting on the painful step* he had 
to take5 the doubts, and uneasiness* of his 
mind were all removed by a heavenly 
vision, informing him, that G od had cho- 
sen to introduce Jehovah the Saviour (for 
such is the meaning of the word in the 
Hebrew language) into the world, through 
the corporeal substance of his wife, so pure 
a vii^n both in thought and deed, that 
she could urge before the face of an Angel 
her unspotted chastity. This Child, said 
the messenger to Joseph, shall be called 
Jesus, in a higher sense than any others 
who have gone before him, because ^ha 
^^ shall save his people frwn their sins^ 
The scruples of Joseph were overcome ; he 
knew that "with God all things are pos- 
'' sible;'' he waited with pious submission 

" till God should be with us.'' 

As 
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As we hare set out with believing the 
Scriptures as the basis of all ailment, let 
us briefly review this story, and we must 
acknowledge, if it be true, that this Jesus 
never could be the son of Joseph: his 
mother was pr^nant of him before her 
marriage; and another Evangelist tells us 
he knew her not,^ till she brought forth 
her first bom Son. What then is the in^ 
ference to be drawn from it? even that 
which St. Luke asserts to be the truth : ^^ The 
^^ holy spirit shall come upon thee Mary, 
^^ and the power of the Highest shall over- 
*^ shadow thee, therefore also, that holy thing 
^^ that shall be born of thee, shall be called 
*' (is) the Son of God. He shall be great, 
*^ and shall be called the Son of the Highest, 
^^ thou shalt call his name Jesus, because, 

♦ Luke i. 34. As to rejecting this chapter upon mere 
supposition^ ^Uhough it is found in all the copies now 
*' extant," it is the most unwarrantable attempt I even 
read of. 

« as 
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^^ as the Prophet of old declared^ he is Im- 
^' manuel^^ that is God with usJ^^ The 
secrond passage to be notieed, is that ques* 
tion of our Saviour to the Jews, contained 
in the 22d chapter of St. Matthew^s Gos- 
pel, '^ What think ye of Christ, whose son 
^ is he? they say unto him. The son of 
^^ Dayid. He saith unto them^ How then 
^^ doth David in spirit call him Lord ? say- 
^^ ing, in the 1 10th Psalm, The Lord said 
^* unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
'^ till I make thine enemies thy foot-stooK 
^^ If David then call him Lord, how 4s he 
^' then his son?'' 

Now first let us remark, that this was 
undoubtedly a quotation from a psalm 
written by David^ and that it dearly aU 

♦ An attempt has lately been made to apply this prophecy 
to Hezechiah;- bullet any man read the^d Terse of the 16th 
chapter of the 2d book of Kings, and compare it with tho 
2d Terse of the 18th chapter of the 2d book of Kings, and 
be will find it impossible ; for Hezechiah mast be nine years 
old when the prophecy was uttered. 
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luded to the Messiah; otherwise the Jews 
would hare denied the quotation, as hav- 
ing been composed by some one else, or 
as. haying no reference at al( to the Mes-i 
siah. Next, the word hord does most com- 
monly signify God, is frequently applied by 
the Jews to the Supreme Being, and is a 
translation of the word Jehovah 4 as, for in- 
stance, ^ Then the Lord rained upon So- 
^^ dom and Gomorrhah fire and brimstone 
^^ from the Lord out of heaven^^' where both 
these words are Jehovah in the Hebrew, and 
so the word is rendered four or five times in 
the same chapter* And this passage is fur-» 
ther elucidated by St. Peter, in the Acts of 
the Apostles, ii* 34, ^^ For David is not as- 
^^ cended into the heavens; but he saith 
^^ himself. The Lord said unto my Lord^ 
^^ Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thy 
^^ foes thy footstool.^' The declarations of 
St» John, in the 1st chapter of his Gospel^ 

respecting 
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respecting the eternity of the word, and of 
Kis being absolutely God, have been, and 
are so often made use of, in proof of what 
we are here asserting, that it is hardly 
necessary to repeat them; they are irre- 
fragable, and their genuinene^ and authen- 
ticity hive never been called in . ques- 
tion,* 

The words of the text are surely a down- 
right proof of the incarnation; for, after 
declaring that this Word was God^ the 
Evangelist tells us, ^^ That he became flesh, 
^^ and took np his abode amongst us, and 
'^ we beheld his glory ^ the glory as of the 
'^ : only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
^Vand truth.'' In the 3d chapter of the 
s?kme Evangelist, and at the 13th verse, 
(9ir Saviour speaks of himself, as having 
4t some time or other .^^ ascended into 

* An attempt, however, is made^ to reader 6 Logos^ th^ 
Word;^ aad Theos, a God. 

D ^^ ^e?wwv^ 
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^' Heaven^ as being in Heaven, and as 
''having come dotrn from Heaven.^' If 
our Saviour possessed proper humanity 
without any divinity, what he here says 
could not be true, for he affirms, ''That 
" no man hath ascended up inta Heaven; 
" and yet he says except the Son of Man, 
" who descended or came down from Hea^ 
" ven, and who stiU more is in Heaven.'' 
That the Son of Man means the Messiah 
or Christ, is evident, both from Daniel, 
and from the very next verse of this chap* 
t^r, where Jesus alludes to his own Cni« 
cifixion; and we have no account in the 
Evangelists, that the body of Christ as- 
cended up into Heaven, till after that 
Crucifixion. "He says to the woman, 
" Touch me not, I am not yet ascended 
" to my Father.'' How then the Son of 
man could be in Heaven, or have come 

down 
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I 

down from Hearen, without being both 
spiritual and pre-existent, 1 cannot con- 
ceivCi In other places he says, '^That he 
^^ came down from Heaven, not to do his 
*^ own will, but the will of him who sent 
*' him.^ Again, '*I am the living bread 
^' which came down from Heaven.'^ In the 
same 3d chapter of St. John, John the 
Baptist (who is elsewhere assured '^that 
'^ he shall be called the Prophet of the 
" Highest, and that he shall go before the 
'^ face of the Lord Jehovah, to prepare his 
^' ways'') declares, that he was sent before 
him, that was with him beyond 'Jordan, to 
whom he bore witness, and of whom he 
infers, ^'That he came from above (from 
" Heaven,) and that he is above all.'' ^'He 
•^ that cometh after me is preferred before 
*^ me, for he tt?«^ before me ;" an unanswer- 
able proof of the pre-existence of Christ. 
Those assertions of our Saviour, ^^That the 

D 2 ' ^^ ^^xv 
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^^ Son can do nothing of himself but what 

" he seeth the Father do ;'' '' That what- 

^* soever things the Father doeth, these also 

^ doeth the Son likewise ;" " That he speaks 

*' that he hath seen with the Father;'' 

^^ That in his Father's house are many 

^^ mansions ;" '^ That as the Father raiseth 

^^ up the dead, and quickeneth whom he 

^^ will, even so doth the Son, and quick- 

" eneth whom he will;" "That all men 

^^ should honour the Son even as they honour 

" the Father;" "That he will come in 

^^ company with his Father, and make his 

" abode with the righteous man ;" "That 

*^ where two or three are gathered together, 

" he is in the midst of them ;" " That 

^^ all things that the Father hath are hi^, 

^' and therefore that the Holy Spirit shall 

^^ receive of his, and shall shew it to his 

*^ Disciples;" are expressions too strong for 

a mere man to utter. God says to Moses^ 

" That 
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^ That no man can see God, and lire ;** 
yet God is said to have appeared to Abra- 
ham and to Hagar. In like manner our 
Saviour says, ^^ No man hath iseen God at 
•* any time, the only begotten Son who is 
^K in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
^^ declared him;" and yet this same per- 
son says of the Jews, ^^If I had not done 
^ among them the works which none other 
^^-msui did, they had not had sin; but 
** now they have both seen and hated, both 
^^ me and my Father; for he that hateth 
^^ me^ hateth my Father also ; and he that 
^' hath seen me, hath seen the Father also." 
As the Almighty had declared to Mose^, 
when he sent him to deliver the children 
of Israel out of Egypt, "/am that /am," 
so our Saviour solemnly affirms of himself, 
that he not only existed before Abraham, 
but that he is the ever present and eternal 
existence ^' J am ;" for such It must be 

D 3 rendered 
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rendered here, or it will not ^ee with 
the context, ^^Thou art not yet fifty years 
^^ old, and hast thoti seen Abraham ? And 
'' Jesus said. Verily, verily I say unto 
*' you, before Abraham wus^ I amJ^^ 

The next passage to be mentioned, is 
that in which our Saviour says, "That he 
^^ gives unto his faithful followerj$ eternal 
'' life : my Father which gave them me 
^^ is greater than all, and none is able to 
'' pluck them out of my Father's hand.'* 
" I and the Father are one,'' therefore no 
(me is able to pluck them out of my hand. 
This I conceive is the natural inference to 
be drawn from the sentence, and were I 
to attempt to put upon this passage any 
figurative construction, I could not do it» 
I understand it literally ; did the hearers ? 
yes; they took up stones to cast at him, 
" because, being a man, he made himself 
'•^ God." Did the meek Teacher undeceive 

them 
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th^m^ and explain his words in a different 
manner? Did be say, you have mistaken 
my meaning, I have not the presumption 
to say, I and the Father are me and the 
same God? but so far from doing this, he 
justifies his expression, he declares that he 
is the Sen of God; and he wishes them to 
know and beliere that he is in the Father, 
and the Father in him. If this was not 
a confirmation of his former ai^ertion, why 
should the Jews seek again to apprehend 
bim, or he to escape out of their hands? 
The Evangelist St. John informs U5, that 
Christ breathed on his Disciples, and con- 
ferred on them the Holy Spirit i this was 
elsewhere said to proceed from the Father^ 
and to be called the Comforter ; but St. 
Peter tells us, in his epistles, that tdde pro- 
phets of old were inspired by the Spirit 
of Christ: How could these prophets be 
inspired by the spirit of a person not in 

n 4 existence. 



48 BEftMOlf. 11. 

existence, or how could they be inspired 
by any other Spirit .than the Spirit of God, 
as we are repeatedly assured by these holy 
men themselyes? The incredulity of St. 
Thomas procured him, from his most mer- 
ciful and indulgent Miaster, ocular demon- 
stration of his corporeal existence after death: 
the expression, ^^My Lord, and my God,^' 
was not an exclamation of surprize, such 
were not common among the Jews, neither 
made use of in their speech, nor appro- 
priate to the times ; it was an acknowledge- 
ment of his Lord's Divinity, which our Sa- 
viour did not disclaim ; he approved rather 
than repressed the fervor of his expression. 
How natural it would have been for a pious 
ma^ to have said, '' Thomas, I am indeed 
^' thy Lord and Master, risen from the dead, 
(^ a great prophet, and a divine teacher, sent 
,^'. into*the world by the immediate appoints 
^[ ipent, of the Almighty, but / am not th^ 



c 
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** GodJ^^ Christ rqieatedly told his Disciples, 
that he came down from Heayen into this 
world, that he should leave this world, and 
return unto the Father, God Almighty, add 
that he ^^had a glory with this Supreme 
*^ Being before the world was^" Such arc 
some of the testimonies of those who were 
personally acquainted with Christ upon earthy 
whose iiyes were virtuous, humble, and disin- 
terested ; whose writings are void of vanity, 
superstition, credulity and enthusiasm ; who 
spake forth the words of truth and sound- 
ness of mind ; and who sealed their decla* 
rations with their blood* 

The other Apostles give additional tes* 
timony to the divinity of our Lord, espe- 
cially St. Paul, whose conversion from a 
persecutor, to become one of the persecuted, 
cannot but have the greatest weight, and 
be deemed most extraordinary and mira* 
culous. He calls our Saviour ^^The Lord 

** from 
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" from Heaven,'' He declares that in 
" him dwells all the fullness of the God- 
" head bodily.* That as he was in the 
*' form of God, he thought it not robbery 
'^ to be equal with God;'' it was no a*- 
sumption of another's dignity and prero- 
gative, but his own clear and uhquestion* 
able right. It is true, also, at the same 
time, *'that he made himself of no repu- 
^' tatipn," but took upon him the form of 
» servant, ^^and being found in fashion 
>^ as a matiy^^ he suffered the ignominious 
death of a malefactor, despising the dis* 
grace of crucifixion. We must acknowledge, 
that the Godhead of Christ is maintained 
in the New Testament, or utterly pervert 
the common construction of language. 

Let us now proceed to the second 
head, and endeavour to shew that Christ 
is the Son of God. I grant that in all 

* Somaticds^ corporeo modo ; substantially, really, and 
personally. 

nations 
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nations and times of the world, God has 
been addressed in prayer^ as the All-be- 
neficent, and Almighty Father of mankind ; 
that in the Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Testament, men are called the sons 
and the children of God; but who but 
Christ was ever called, ^'The only be- 
^' gotten and beloved Son of God?''* But 
his peculiar and exclusive filiation will bo 
seen in the following passages : ^^ That no 
^^ man knoweth the Father, the Lord of 
^' Heaven and earth, save the Son, and 
^* he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
^* him 5'' and more, "That no man know-* 
« eth this Son, but the Father.'' These 
wordi; evidently declare, that there is some- 
thing inexplicably mysterious in the nature 

^ I should be extremely obliged to any translator 
to tell me where he finds authority for rendering 9710110. 
genees adopted^ or gennao to adopts because in all the 
instances I haye eyer seen, when applied to a man, it sig- 
nifies to be get J or be the father of ; to a woman, to bring 
forth a child^ or to be the mother of. 

and 
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their rejection and murder of the Son of 
God; of the destruction of their Church 
and Government; and of the calling in, 
and the conversion of the Gentiles ; and of 
their admission to all those privileges, which 
God had so peculiarly, in former times, 
vouchsafed to the people of Israel. The 
Apostle seems to allude to this parable, 
when he says, *^ God, who, at sundry times, 
^^ and in divers manners, spake in times 
^' past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
^^ hath, in these last days, spoken unto us 
^^ hy his Sofij whom he hath appointed 
^^ heir of all things, by whom also he made 
^^ the worlds,* who being the brightness 

* Dia with a genetire case, ia six hundred places of 
the Nwv Testament, signifies h^ whom. That our Saviour 
Lf the creator of the world, is erident from the 10th 
▼crsc of the same chapter, also from the 1st of St. John's 
Gospel, Terse 3, where, to strengthen the expression, it i» 
said, " Without him was not any tjiing made that was 
" made.'' Vide also St. John 1. 10, and Ephes. iii. 9. 

^^ of 
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^f of hiJB glorjr, and the ekpress image. of 
^^ his person, and upholding all things by 
^^ the word of his power, when he had hf 
^^ himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
^^ right hand of the Majesty on High, 
^^ being made so much better than the 
'* Angels, as he hath by inheritance ob- 
^^ tained a more excellent name than they ; 
" for unto which of the Angels said he 
" at any time. Thou art my Son^ this day 
" have I begotten thee.'' , And again, **I 
" will be to him a Father, and he shall 
** be to me a Son.'' And again, when 
he bringeth in the first begotten into the 
worldj he saith, ''Let all the Angels of 
'' God wor&hip him, (or as is elsewhere 
^' said, bow the knee to him^ that is adore 
'' him.)" And of the Angels he saith, 
'' Who maketh his Angels spirits, and his 
" Ministers a flame of fire;" but to the 

Son he saith, " Thy Throne, O God, is 

" for 
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** fbr ever and ever,* thou hast loved 
^ righteousness and hated iniquity, where* 
^' fore, O God, thy God hath anointed 
^ thee with the oil of gladness above thy 
" fellows*^' Again, the Psalmist says of 

♦ " Thy Throne, God, is for ever and ever." This 
U a quotation from the 45th Psalm. The Latin Vulgate 
translates it ^^ Solium tuum 6 Deus." The Italic version, 
^ U tuo Seggio, 6 Dio ;" but perhaps it might be said, 
this 11 copied from the Latin ; that cannot be^ because, 
in the next verse, where the Latin reads ^^ 6 deus," the 
Italian is ^Mo Dio." The French also is ^^TonTrone 6 
'^ Dieu." The 6 Theos of the Septuagint is an attic voca- 
tive case, and the only word used as a vocative case by them 
in the whole book of Psalms. To say that God is the Throne 
of Christ, is arrant nonsense; God b never called the 
Throne, Seat, Temple, or Habitation of any man. If we re. 
fer to Rev. iii. 21, we find Christ saying, ^' To him that over. 
^' Cometh will I give to sit with me in my Throne, even as 
'^ I also overcame, and am set dozen with my Father in his 
'' Throne.". Also, Sam. vii. 13, it is said, ^^ God will 
*' establish the Throne of his (David's) Son's kingdom. I 
^^ will be his Father, and he shall be my Son. Thy Throne 
^^ shall be establbhed for ever." Besides, if the passage 
had been God is thy Throne, the TJieos would have come 
first ; as, for instance, ^' God is our King," O TTteos 
Basileushemdn; ^^ God is the Judge," O Theos kritees esti $ 
*'God is our Refuge,'* "0 Theos hemdn katafugee;'* 
kc. &c, 

him, 
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hiiil^ '' my God, Thou in the beginning 
^' hast laid the foundation of the earth, 
'^ and the Heavens are the works of thine 
^* hands.'' The Jews of old, as well as 
the author of the epistle to the Hebrews, 
applied this description to the Messiah, no 
doubt can therefore be formed, that he was 
the divine Logos who created the world. 
St. Paul also says, ''That God spared not 
'' his ami Son^ but that when the fulness 
*' of time Was come, he sent forth this 
*' Son, made of a woman^ made under the 
'' law, and that he had put the spirit of 
'' this Son into the hearts of the Galatian 
'' Christians.'' *' God was manifest in the 
*' flesh," says the same Apostle. St. John, 
in his first epistle, calls Jesus Christ the 
'' True God^ and twice the Eternal Life 
'' which was with the Father, and was 
*' manifested to us ;" and in the next epistle 
he says, '' Grace be with you, mercy and 

B '' peace 
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peace from God the Father, and from 
^^ the Lord Jesus Christ, the San of the 
" FatherJ^^ Why should this be so parti- 
cularly specified, if he were only mere man, 
the greatest of all the prophets ? Moses was 
a servant, so were all the prophets, but 
Christ ^^a Son in his own house ;^^ and 
^^ as he that despised Moses^ law, died 
^ without mercy, of how much sorer pu« 
^^ nishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
^^ worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
" the Son of God.'' It is well worth the 
while of those who want further conviction 
on this subject, to review the circumstances 
of our Saviour-s trial and condemnation. 
He is brought before Pilate, the Roman 
governor, as accused by the Jews of some 
crime. Pilate naturally asks, ^^What ao» 
^^ cusation bring you against this man 3'' 
The Jews are somewhat puzzled to point 

out the offence; they answer, in a mist 

« 

tone 
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tone of impertinence and displeasure^ ^^ If 
'' he were not a malefactor^ we would 
" not have delivered him unto thee^'^ They 
suborn with difficulty two false witnesses, 
who affirm, ^^ This fellow has the insolence 
^^ to say. Destroy the great temple of 
^^ Jerusalem, and in three days I will build 
^^ it up again." But though there was 
folly, presumption, and madness in t;|irs 
speech, it could not be considered a ca- 
pital offence and worthy of death; they 
therefore tried still further, to see if they 
could not get him to convict himself* The 
high priest adjures him by the living God 
to tell him, whether he were the true 
Messiah, the Son of God. He answers, 
^' Thou hast said, and moreover ye shall 
^^ see me, the Son of Man, hereafter sitting 
^' on the right hand of power, and com- 
^^ ing in the clouds of Heaven, with power 
'^ and great glory.'' This was evidence 

B 2 enough 
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enough for Caiaphas, he wanted no further 
witnesses, he rent his cloaths with indig- 
nation, he appealed to the people, they 
find him guilty of blasphemy, and condemn 
him to death. They accuse him of sedi-^ 
tion, but of this he perfectly clears himself|| 
to the satisfaction of Pilate : ^^ My king- 
^^ dom is not of this world, else would my 
>^ servants fight, that I should not be de- 
^^ livered unto you, but ntm is my kingdom 
'* not frcmi hence.^' With great diflSculty,^ 
therefore, Pilate is at last persuaded by 
the Jews, to gire sentence against Christ:. 
^* We have a law, and by that law he 
" ought to die, because he made himself 
" the S(m of GodJ^^ If by this declaration 
Christ meant only, that he was a Son of 
God in the general acceptation of the ex- 
pression, it was surely incumbent upon him, 
to have rectified the mistaken notions of 
his countrymen, and not to have thrown 

away 
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away his life by a silence, wbich might 
have hetmx denominated sullen ; but it was 
for bearing witness to this great truth alone, 
that he suffered death; and that no man 
might hereafter doubt, the Erangehst haS 
added, as a convincing proof how clearly 
the Jews understood him, that they reviled 
him on the cross, for his (as they con- 
sidered it) blasphemous presumption: ^^If 
^^ thou be the Son of God^ come down 
'' from the cross, and we will believe thee.'^ 
*^ Let God deliver him now, if he will 
^^ have him, for he said, I am the Son of 
^' God.'' 

Thus have I endeavoured, as far as the 
time and place will allow me, to prove 
the Godhead and the Sonship of Christ, 
from the Scriptures only ; I trust, not with 
the heat of an enthusiast, or the acrimony 
of a Polemic, but with the sincerity of a 
Christian, as a faithful dispenser of that 

E 3 Gospel 
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Geqsel committed to mj trust, and u a 
member of that Establishment, which it is 
no less my inclination, than it is my duty, 
to defend. Assembled Christians ! ye who 
hare the Scriptures in your native lan- 
guage always before you, are Ihese things 
so ? How long halt you between two opinions? 
If the Lord Jesus Christ be proved, by the 
writings of his Evangelists and Apostles, to 
be God, follow him, worship him, and adore 
him; and may the God of truth lead you 
into all truth, make you steadfast in be- 
lieving, and zealous of good works, to the 
glory of your Creator and Redeemer, and 
to the promotion of your own happiness, 
and everlasting salvation. 
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The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; they that dwell in the land 
^f the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shin^d^ 

"TN remarking on the Advent or approach 
of our Sariour, two important questions 
<^er themselves to <Nir consideration ; first. 
Whether the state of the world, at that 
period, with respect to religion and morals, 
ivas such, as to evince the necessity of a 
reformer; and, secondly. Whether sacred 
and profane history do agree in the time 
and circumstances^ of the Messiah^s appear- 
ance. I shall confine the first part of this 

s 4 enquiiry 
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enquiry to the Romans and the Jews only* 
The former worshipped a number of ima« 
ginary divinities, many of whom, accord* 
ing to their ideas, had been monarchs upon 
earth, whom the blind fanaticism, deplora* 
ble ignorance, and abject servility of their 
people, had exalted to deification, and 
whose conduct, as represented by their own 
priests, would (from their base participation 
in mortal sensualities) have disgraped the 
lowest orders of human nature. But this 
religion was only a species of Atheism; 
these gods were neither respected, loved, 
nor feared; mortals scrupled not to usurp 
their honours, and assume their names; 
one Roman general,^ because the fleet of 
his adversary had been twice dispersed by 
a storm, fancied himself the son of the god 
of the sea; another,^ actually denominated 
himself a well-known established deity ; and, 

* Pompey, jun. + Mark Antony. 

worse 
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worse to relate, the in&tuated multitude 
offered sacrifices, and paid divine honours, 
to a brutal sensualist and a public adul-» 
terer.^ Such was the horrid tissue which 
ignorance and superstition had woven as a 
religion for the Gentiles. Those days (says 
la great defender of christianity,*f ) which 
were sacred to the honour of the Gods, 
were celebrated with such rites, that Cato, 
or any other virtuous heathen, would have 
been ashamed to have been present at them. 
If such were the vicious examples of the 
pretended heathen divinities, what must 
Jiave been the morals of men ? A savage 
ferocity of manners characterized those 
times ; slaughter, proscriptions, and assassi- 
nations were general; suicide, the most 

* Antony stUed himself Bacchus, and Cleopatra Isls. 
At a Roman banquet the guests came habited as different 
gods, and Augustus assumed the character of Apollo* Au* 
gustus was deified after his death, and Nnmericus Atticas 
awore he taw him ascending to Heayen. 

+ Grotius* 

atrocious^ 
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* 

atrocious, the most unnatural of all mar* 
ders, was considered a yirtue; it was the 
4saward's sole refuge from evils, which he 
had not the magnanimity to bear, and we 
read not only of the self-murder of indi« 
Tiduals, but of whole cities.^ An uniyersal 
dissoluteness of manners prevailed; matrons, 
and men of rank, disgraced themselves by 
laseiriotts dances at the public theatres ;*:(' 
and the common people derived their chief 
amusement, from seeing numbers of gladia? 
tOTs hew each other in pieces* 

Let us now review the religion and con^ 
duct of the once peculiar people of God. 
Though the Almighty had, by a very spe- 

* Xanthius. 

4- Ut festtf matrona moTcri jussa diebus. Hor. 
On choisissoit d'ordinaire de jeunes filles pour les danses 
qnon faisoit a Phonneur des Dieux, mais il y aroit des fStes 
on Ton choisissoit des femmes mariees, comme par Exemple,' 
aax fetes dc la Grande Deesse Cetoient les Pontifes qui let 
choisissoient, Sc qui teur ordonnoient de danscr ; ccst pour.' 
quoi Horace dit Iqijussa. Dacier, 

cial 
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cial faroar, committed his holy oracles to 
the Jews, yet had they been so ungrateful, 
as to slight and neglect so valuable a trea- 
sure ; for, after the gift of prophecy ceased 
among them, and their scribes and rabbins 
came to interpret and comment on the 
sacred writings, they adulterated them to 
that degree, that they rendered them of 
none effect, by their false glosses and fool- 
ish traditions; they made the essence of 
their religion to consist in ceremonies and 
ablutions, 'whilst they trod under foot jus- 
tice and judgment, the weightier matters 
of the law; and their worship was re- 
solved into a set of formal shews and hypo- 
critical pageantry. Puffed up, moreover, 
with arrogance and pride, at this their 
specious appearance, and at having a law, 
which would indeed have promoted their 
glory and happiness, if they had adhered 
to the true sense of it, they fancied they 

had 
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had a right to hate and to despke the i^est 
of mankind, with whom they agreed in 
no one point, but in an extreme corrupt 
tion of manners. The truth of this may 
be learnt from their own candid and au- 
thentic historian : — ^' There nerer was such 
^^ an age, (says he) since the creation, for 
*^ all manner of impiety, blood, and rio- 
^^ lence, as this juncture among the Jews t 
^' they left no new wickedness to be either 
^ done (NT thought of, or for invention itself 
^^ to wwk upon; never such agreement, 
^^ public and private, in all sorts of cor-» 
^ ruptions; never such an emulation, in 
^ all things that were ill, who should outF» 
^ do the other. And who could expect 
^ better from men who made no ccoiscience 
^^ of affronting God himself; as in the use of 
^' forbidden meats, renouncing the purity of 
^^ their profession, and departing from the, 
'^ laws and customs of. their forefathers* 

" What 



CHRIST^S ADYKNT. 69 

^' WhJit wonder to see a man inhuman to 
^^ his neighbour, that has no more reverence 
*^ for his Maker .*^ Such is the strong fen- 
guage x^f Josephus. 

I shall not fatigue your attention with a 
particular description of the three prevailing 
sects at that time among the Jews, the Pha- 
risees, the Sadducees, and the Essenes, all of 
whom had widely departed from the Mosaic 
law ; some of whom believed in the transmit 
gration of the soul, whilst others seemed to 
deny its very existence, and had imbibed a 
number of Pagan superstitions : I shall only 
remark, in the words of a learned commen* 
tator, ^^ That the condition mankind was in, 
^^ at the time of our Saviour's appearance in 
^^ the world, may very fitly be represented 
*^ under the idea erf a person afflicted with 
'' a deadly distemper, and the coming of our 
'• blessed Lord be considered as the critical 

'' time which was to decide either the death 

« or 
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^^ or cure of that diseased person.^'* No 
one can deny, that a teacher of righteous* 
ness was indispensable at this juncture, to 
enforce the worship of the one true God, in 
spirit and in truth, and to reform the morals 
of mankind* 

Let us now, secondly, examine the pre- 
dictions of the prophets, and see how clearly 
both sacred and profane history point out 
their accomplishment in Christ: ai)d, first of 
all, let 11& pay due consideration to that re- 
markable prophecy, contained in the 49th 
chapter of the book of Genesis; ^^And Ja- 
^^ cob called his sons, and said. Gather your- 
^^ selves together, that I may tell you that 
^ which shall befal you in the last days.^ 
Now the last days, and the days of the Mes- 
siah, were allowed by the Jews themselves to 
be synonymous. *' The sceptre (continues he) 
^^ shall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 

^ Beausobrc. 

^ giver 
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^ giver from between his feet, till Shiloh 
^^ come ; and unto him shall the gathering 
" of the people be.''— Verse 10. The best 
translators agree in rendering the latter verse 
thus ; ^^ The power of government shall not 
^^ depart from Judah, nor a judge of Israek 
^^ from among his descendants, till the 
*^ prosperous Saviour (the prosperous au- 
^^ thor of salvation and rest) come, and 
^^ to him shall the gathering of the Gen- 
" tiles be.'' The accomplishment of thi» 
prediction is evident. Nothing is more plain 
than that the offspring of Judah, the son 
of Jacob, did preserve their distinct ex- 
istence .as a tribe, together with a power 
of government, and judging of causes, tiE 
Jesus came in the flesh. The tribe of 
Judah were the most numerous when they 
came out of Egypt; they led the van in 
the Wilderness, they were divinely ordered 
to make the first attack on the remaining 

Canaan ite?^ 
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Canaanites, and against the Benjamites at 
Gibeah. Othniel, the first of the judges^ 
was of this tribe. Long the family of David^ 
who belonged to this tribe, had the royal 
power ; even under the Chaldeans and Per^^ 
sians, Jehoiakin, Zerubbabel, and Nehe-* 
miah, all of this tribe held a superiority; 
for about 160 years before Christ, the Mao 
cabean priests and the family of Herod 
ruled over the Jews, both of which were 
in a manner incorporated into the tribe 
of Judah; and besides, the Sanhedrim of 
the Jewish elders had much power in their 
hands* At the birth of Jesus, according 
to Josephus, the sceptre departed from Ju« 
dah; Judea became a Romto province; 
Herod received his sceptre as a gift from 
the Roman Triumvir.* Not long had the 

* The Jews themselves confessed this truth at the cruci^ 
Bxion of our Lord; Pilate said, ^^ Shall I crucify joar 
*' King?" the Jews answered, *^ We have no King but 
Cesar," 

Gentiles 
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Gentiles begun to gather to, and obey our 
Saviour, when the Jewish church and state 
were quite overturned, the distinction of 
tribes for ever finished, the genealogies 
being lost. It is true they pretend since, 
to have had heads of their captivity; but 
where is their evidence, or where is the 
nation in which they have authority from 
their tyrannic masters, to judge and de- 
termine in any important point? Where is 
there any country under Heaven, where 
they have had, or now have, any share in 
the government? If they cannot produce 
tokens of power, for 1800 years past, the 
Messiah must certainly be come, and Jesus 
of Nazareth be the person. 

I next proceed to lay before you some 
prophecies of Isaiah, a man of exalted birth, 
and extensive learning, for he is supposed 
to have been of the blood royal of the kings 
of Judah, and it is certain he wrote the 

p purest 
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purest language of all the Hebrews, than 
whom no one of the prophets spoke more 
fully or more circumstantially of the Mes- 
siah. First of all, let us notice those pas- 
sages of his which represent our Saviour's 
kingdom as a reign of peace ; that the wolf 
should dwell with the lamb, the leopard 
lie down with the kid, and that the lion 
should eat straw like the ox. That this 
prophecy may probably be directed to the 
nature and expected effects of Qiristianity^ 
and to the manner in which it should be 
propagated, neither by the sound of the 
trumpet, nor by the clash of arms, but 
by the still voice of reason and conviction, 
I by no means deny; its precepts are cal- 
culated for, and adapted to, the peace and 
happiness of empires : but surely Ave should 
not entirely pass over the wonderful cir* 
cumstances of that period, in this respect. 
The Romans, and their imperial master, 

underwent 
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underwent a sudden and a total change, 
at the coming of Christ; that people, who, 
for near two centuries, had been constantly 
engaged in war, now enjoyed a repose of 
several years; for at this time there was 
a general peace all over the world: this 
awful moment of tranquillity commenced 
one year only before our Saviour's birth; 
it continued for twelve years ; a proper pre- 
lude for ushering in his coming, who was 
the Prince of Peace, Christ our Lord.* A 
remarkable alteration took place in the tem- 
per and character of Augustus. He, who 
in his early life had been noted for an 

^ Milton has a fine allusion to this circumstance : — 

^' No wflir or battles sound 
" Was heard the world around : 
^' The idle spear an'd shield were high up.hung ; 
<^ The hooked chariot stood, 
" Unstain'd with hostile blood ;. 

i 

*' The trumpet spake not to the armed throng ; 
^^ And kings sat stiU with ailrfal eye, 
" As if they surely knew their soT'reign.Lonl was nigh;" 

Hymn on the Nativity/. 

F 2 unsparing 
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unsparing and savage cruelty, who had re- 
fused the rites of burial to a fallen enemy, 
saying, '^ He would find a grave in the 
^^ bellies of the vultures who devoured him,'' 
now pardoned repeated treacheries, and 
was seen in a court of justice pleading 
the rights of a common soldier; he gave 
his people the blessings, he taught them the 
arts of peace; he reformed their manners, 
he restrained the combats of the gladiators ; 
and, above all, convinced even from com- 
mon reason and the light of nature, how 
much the happiness of society depends on 
the purity of the female character, he taught 
the Roman women a strict attention to 
decency and decorum; he forbade them 
dancing on the public stage, or being pre- 
sent at the gymnastic exercises; he made 
his own family an example of reformation; 
and the ssune person who, in his youth, 
had not scrupled to take away the wife of 

another 
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another mail, in his later years banished 
and punished his own daughter, for her 
licentious conduct. To what can we attri- 
bute this manrellous change, but to some 
great light, which the unseen hand of Grod 
was pleased to flash on his mind. We 
find the Augustan age most distinguished 
for the number of men of letters, one of 
whom^ described the compleftion of some 
extraordinary prediction, and the appear* 
ance of some extraordinary person, though he 
knew not who he was, nor whence he came. 
I hare confined my observations, in this 
discourse, to the Roman empire only, be- 
cause, as before mentioned, Judea was be* 
come a Roman province, and Greece, and 
many other countries, swallowed up in the 
enormous mass of her conquests, had lost 
their separate national existence. Though 
some philosophers of both countries had 
sense enough, from the light of nature, to 

* Virgil. 
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I 

discover the folly of Polytheism; though 
they had even faint notions of existence 
after death ; yet were their ideas perplexed^ 
confused, and uncertain ; they wanted that 
glorious illumination, which brought life and 
immortality to light by the Gospel. 

The profound ignorance of the grand mass 
of the Gentiles, and the light which they 
received from our Saviour, is alluded to, 
not only in the verse which forms the text, 
but also in many other passages of Isaiah. 
" I the Lord have called thee in righte- 
^' ousness, and will hold thine hand, and 
'' will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
" nant of the people, for a light of the 
" Gentiles. To open the blind eyes, to 
'^ bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
^^ and them that sit in darkness out of the 
'^ prison-house. Then the eyes of the blind 
'^ shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
" shall be unstopped. And the eyes of them 
" that see shall not be dim, and the ear^ 
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of them that hear shall hearken. Hear 
ye deaf, and look ye blind that ye may 
see. And I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not, I will lead them 
in paths that they have not known, I 
will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked things straight. They shall 
be turned back, they shall be greatly 
ashamed^ thai trust in graven images^ 
thai say to the molten images^ ^'ye arf 
our gods.^^ Again he says, ^* Bring forth 
the blind people that have eyes, and the 
^ deaf that hare ears.^' Can any language 
more strongly, more beautifully, more poeti- 
cally, depicture the mental darkness of the 
people than this? But on the eflfect which 
Christianity had on the Gentiles, I shall 
enlarge more fully on a future occasion. 
The prophecy of Darnel, that Christ should 
come before tlie destruction of the second 
temple built by Herod ; the expectation of 

F 4 Simeon 
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Simeon and Anna, that our Saviour was 
now about to come; the acknowledgment 
of Josephus, the great historian of the Jews, 
and of Simeon and Anna, that our Saviour 
actually was comCy are all corroborating 
proofs, that sacred and profane history agree 
in the time and circumstances of the Mes« 
siah^s appearance, and justify the advice 
of our blessed Master to the Jews : " Search 
'^ the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
'^ have eternal life, and they are they which 
'' testify of me,'' Such are the observa- 
tions I have thought proper to lay before 
you, as a preface merely to further infor- 
mation ; if I shall be thought by some, to 
refer too much to profane history, my apo- 
logy is, that in this age of scepticism, 
whenever the authenticity of the holy Scrip- 
tures is called in question, '' the times 
*' require it.^^ I s^m well aware, at the 
same moment, that •though historical ac- 
counts 
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counts may amuse your fancy, improve 
your understandings, or inform your minds ; 
that though the application of prophecies, 
may strengthen and confirm your faith; it 
is only from the sacred volume of the Gos- 
pel, that you can derive and collect in- 
citements and injunctions, to the amelio^ 
ration of your morals, the amendment of 
your hearts. From those inspired writings, 
let us study to acquire wisdom unto sal- 
vation; let us read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest them; that by patience and 
comfort of God's holy word, we may em- 
brace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which he has given us 
in our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
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And in that day there shall he a root of Jesse, 
which shall stand for an ensign of the peo- 
pie; to it shall the Gentiles seek, and his 
rest shall be glorious. 

TTTAVING, in a former discourse, re* 
marked on the time of the Messiah's 
coming, and shewn the coincidence of sacred 
and profane history in that event, I pro- 
ceed now to relate and comment upon 
the Birth of Christ, and to shew how re- 
markably the prophecies are fulfilled, in 
the circumstances of himself, his incarna- 
tion, and his family. '' In those days, (says 
^ the text) there shall be a root out of 

<^ the 
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" the Stem of Jesse," or as we may translate 
it, a twig, or branch. Now this expres- 
sion does not denote a tree in full health 
and vigour, throwing out many branches, 
but the old trunk or stump of a tree, with 
ju^ life and strength sufficient to put forth 
this one shoot: such was the condition of 
this once royal family, when our Saviour 
was bom in it. His reputed father, a 
man of so little consequence in society, 
as to be thrust into a stable, even when 
the partner of his journey stood in need 
of the tenderest offices of humanity. At 
the same time, low as the parents of our 
Saviour were in the eye of the world, in 
the sight of Heaven they were "eminently 
distinguished for piety towards God, and 
justice towards men. We all know with 
what implicit submission Joseph received the 
commands of the Most High, and the 
speedy acquiescence with which the Mother 

of 
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of our Lord acknowledged the appeal to 
the omnipotence, of God, ^ as fully sufficient 
to divert, and set aside, the seldom devi- 
ating course of nature. The Gospel his- 
torians have taken ample pains to prove, 
that Christ was a branch from the stem of 
Jesse, in the line of Joseph, whose adopted 
Son he was, and by such adoption heir 
to every paternal right, heir to the throne of 
David. Moreover, to obviate every cavil, his 
descent from David is clearly shewn from 
Hfli, the descendant of Nathan, the son of 
David ; and that no prophecy might fall to the 
ground as. of little consequence, this genea- 
logy comprehends the promises made to Eve,, 
to Abraham, and to David. To the woman 
it was declared, ^^That her descendant 
^^ should bruise the Serpent's head,''* should 
overcome the Devil, and crush the powers 
of darkness; to Abraham it was promised, 
that ^^n his seed should all the nations. 

k 

* Genesis iii. I5. 
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^* of the earth be blessed ;'^ to David it 
was declared^ that God would establish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever : " I will 
^^ be to him a Father, and he shall be to me 
^^ a Son. And thine house and thy king^ 
*' dom shall be established for ever before 
'' thee, thy throne shall be established for 
" ever.^'-f- By Moses it was also asserted, "A 
'* prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
^ unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; 
*^ him shall ye hear in all things, what- 
^^ soever he shall say unto you. And it 
^^ shall come to pass, that every soul which 
"will not hear that prophet, shall be de- 
" stroyed from among the people.^'J The 
express and clear declarations of the na- 
ture of our Saviour's kingdom, his own 
unreserved assertion, that '' It was not of 
^^ this world," must create a considerable 
degree of astonishment in us Gentiles^ at 

» Gen. xxii. 18. f 2 Sam. rii. 14, 1(5. J Deut. xYiii. 15. 
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the blindness and incredulity of the Jews. 
That a people, who, daring their many and 
long captivities, had preserved the volume 
of sacred writ, should be ignorant of so 
material a part of it, is indeed surprizing. 
Historical evidence ; the overthrow of so 
many vast empires at that moment before 
their eyes, Greece, Persia, Egypt; the 
subjection of their own government, along 
with the rest, to the Roman yoke, might 
surely have suggested to them, that an em- 
pire acquired by conquest, and kept by 
force of arms, was hardly likely to be an 
everlasting kingdom, a dominion without 
end. How much rather should sound rea- 
son, and the oracles of God, have taught 
them, that aa empire over the hearts and 
minds of men, by true religion, and pure 
morality, must be that intended and fore* 
told ; ^^ Men shall be taught of God, (says 
*' the Scripture) I will put my laws in 

" their 
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^^ their hearts, and in their minds will I 
^* write them.''* As all the prophecies re- 
specting the time and manner of our Sa^ 
yiour's birth were fulfilled, so was also 
that remarkable one of its place. Now 
this circumstance did by no means depend 
on the will of the Jews, or of the Parents 
of our Lord, but on the will of God, who 
was pleased to make the emperor's decree 
the instrument of his design, and thus to 
accomplish the prediction of his holy pro- 
phet Micah : ^' And thou Bethlehem Eph« 
" ratah, in the land of Judah, (for there 
^Vwas another Bethlehem, in the land of 
^^ Zebulon) though thou be little among 
" the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
^' shall come forth to me, one, that is to be 
^ a ruler in Israel, whose goings forth hare 
*' been from of old^ from everlasting.'^'^']; 
Surely this must be allowed a remarkable 

♦ Heb. X. 16. + MIcah t. 2. 

prophecy 
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demption, and everlasting salvatien? Fine 
proofs of wisdom, information, and sagacity f 
In my last discourse, I laid before you 
the prophecies of Isaiah respecting the Gen- 
tiles, in which they were represented as 
being naturally blind, yet enabled by the 
Gospel to receive preternatural light. I 
purpose now to shew you, that the same 
prophet represents the Jews, as enjoying 
the clearest natural light, yet wandering 
in the mist of error, and of wilful blind- 
ness. ^^The light shined in darkness, and 
*^ the darkness comprehended it not. There 
^^ was darkness over all the land of Israel 
^^ so thick that it might be felt. The deaf 
^^ adder stopped har ears at the voice of 
^^ the charmer, ^nd would not hear, charmed 
'^ he never so wisdy#" **And the Lord 
^ said, go, and tell this people, hear ye 
^^ indeed, but under8tl^ld not; and see ye 
^^ indeed, bat perceive not. Make the beart 

" of 
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^^ of this people fat, and mskke tbeir ears 
*' heavy," and^ shut their eyes; lest they 
^' see with their eyes, and hear with their 
^^ ears, and understand with their hearty 
^^ and be converted, and I should heal 
^' thero*^'* " The ox knoweth his owner, 
^^ and the ass his master's erib, but Israel 
^^ knoweth not me, neither doth my people 
^^ consider.'^ ^' Ah sinful nation, a people 
*' laden with iniquity. A race of evil 
*^ doers, children degenerate. They have 
^^ forsaken Jehovah; they haive rejected 
^' with disdain the holy one of Israel ; they 
^^ have turned their backs upon him.'' Any 
one may understand this prophecy, and 
justly apply it to the Jews. Unconvinced 
by all his miracles, unmoved by the Ho- 
sannas of the croud, and the inspired accla- 
mations of the children in the temple, they 
were sore displeased. They requested our 

* Isaiah lu 
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.Saviour to rebuke them, but he answered, 
v^' These children are now fulfilling the will 
^' of the Most High, delivered in the words 
'' of David," ^' Out of the mouths of babes 
>^ ancji sucklings hast thou perfected praise.''* 
}^ They are now pnerforming that sacked duty, 
*'^ whiclii your malice and your blindness 
9' prevents you from doing.'' The wit- 
nesses pf our Saviour's birth were shep- 
herds; the companions of his life were 
Oalilean fishermen; St. Matthew was a 
publican, a lax-gatherer, the odious in- 
strument of foreign oppression ; w ere these 
men likely (let me ask) to support an artful 
^heme of delusion, and to render it popu- 
j[ar? Men whose daily labour was requisite 
lo prpcure ;their daily bread, could not have 
much leisifre, and certainly not much in- 
clination, to assist in any ^'cunningly de- 
>^ yjzed fable," which .on its very threshold 

held 
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held forth but the sad prospect of misery, 
contempt, and death. The Jews expressed 
a wonder at the wisdom of our Saviour, 
but that wonder was not strong enough to 
overcome their unaccountable prejudices. 
^^ How knoweth this man letters, having 
*' never learned ?''* was an important ob- 
servation, ' but what inference did they draw 
from it ? '^ Howbeit, said they, or however, 
^' we know this man whence he is; but 
'' when Christ cometh, no man knoweth 
*^ whence he is.'' How unlike the candid 
inference of the Gentiles, who, when they 
heard the Apostles, though all of them Gali- 
leatis, ^^ Speak in their own tongues in which 
'' they were born, (that is in the language 
'' of each man's different country) the won- 
'^ derful works of God, gladly received 
" their words, were converted and baptized 
*' to the number of three thousand jJouls 

* John Til, 15. 
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** in one day/'* Next, let us shew, fliat 
the Gentiles sought to this ensign or standard. 
First^ several circumstances strdngly con- 
duced to prepare the Gentile world for 
the coming of the Messiah. About four 
hundred years before that event, that great 
patron of learning, and learned n^en, Pto^ 
lemy Philadelphus, by causing thjB Scrip-? 
tures of the Old Testament to be trans-? 
lated into the Greek language, hsid called 
forth the attention of many nations,- to the 
prophecies concerning Christ; and enabled 
them to peruse them in a modern, and 
indeed vernacular tongue. This copy of the 
Old Testament, called the Septuagint, be^ 
cause it was committed to seventy the 
most learned men that could be foimd^ 
however it may, at this juncture, differ from 
the original Hebrew, and beat strong marks 
of corruption, interpolation, and omission, 
was nevertheless at tiie first, and during 

♦ Acts ill 6. 

a great 
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a great number of years, Well received, 
and much esteemed, by the J^s, atid it 
is quoted by pur Saviour and his Apostles. 
Secondly, mjany, bpth of the Grecian and 
Roman philosophers, as I have before ob- 
smed, were enabled, from the ligbt of 
nature, to discover the error of j^oly theism, 
to despise th)S vicious actions ascribed t6 
the Pagan deities, and to turn their vie^ 
to t!he one hply and true God, They plainly 
perceived, that the^d f^'bles of the different 
divinities, were the poetical allegories of 
a rude and uncultivated people, which had, 
insensibly as it were, grown upon them, and 
had been handed down to their posterity 
by oral tradition, or in ^he el^^nt fictions 
of their fevourite bards. It is true that 
the dread of popular fury, and rooted pre- 
judice, prevented many of these enlightened 
men from openly declaring their opinions, 

but such we learn from history they had 

undoul^tedly 
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impiety to reject Christianity, and to urant 
fbrther confirmation and conviction ; but they 
by no means deserve such indulgence. 

Lastly, with respect to the glorious rest of 
Christ. Thie JeWs were promised, at their 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage, a rest in 
the land of Canaan. This was nevertheless 
understood by the Jews themselves, to prefi- 
gure, and signify before hatld, the rest of 
Christ in Heaven. Biit all the promises of 
Gdd to the Jews, were conditional, and his 
oSended Majesty had declared, '^That they 
^* wert a people who erred in their hearts, and 
^ thcl*fore should' not enter into his rest.^* 
The rest that Christ shall establish will be 
glorious, not only everiasting peace and hap- 
piness in his heavenly kingdom, to those 
who have been his faithful servants in this 
ftidrtal state, but unspeakable joy and glory 
in the presence of God, and in the com- 
pany of wise, exalted^ and pure spirits. 

*Heb. iii. 11. 
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In conclusion. As almost all ranks of' 
people in this country, celebrate with joy 
this high festival, let it be done with becom- 
ing mirth, sober conviv^Jity, and rational 
liberality, not with drunkenness, riot, or pro- 
fusion. Shall the birth-day of the most re- 
fined moralist be defiled by debauchery and 
immorality ? Shall the poor be forgotten on 
that day, when he was bom, who lived to 
comfort and support the poor, who taught 
the ignorant, and fed the fainting multitude? 
Finally, Shall the nativity of that Redeemer, 
who came down from HfBaven to banish sin 
and wickedness from the world, be made a 
pretext and a cloak, for the commission ef 
the most disorderly practices ? Let us ii#t 
forget his example, his injunction, nor his 
intent ; for ^ For this cause did Christ ooroe 
^^ down jrom Heayen, that he might purify 
^^ unto himsQlf a peculiar people, zealous of 
^* good works.^'* 

♦ Titus ii. 14. 



SERMON V- 



i^CR^MEXT OF THE LORD^S SUPPER. 



1 CORINTH. XI, 26. 

tbr as often as ye eat this breads and drink this 
cupj ye do shew the Lord's death till he come, 

rm^HE Chureh to which we belong has re- 
tailed only two Sacraments^ Baptism 
and the Lord^s Supper; the latter of which I 
shall) in this discourse,, fully and circtimstaih* 
tially consider : and, first, its name and cause, 
the circumstances which took place at its 
first institution, the intent of our Saviour by 
it, and the conduct of his Disciples, and of 
his Apostle St. Paul, in this respect. 

Secondly, I shall trace its progressive his- 
tory from the time of the Apostles, and shew 

the 
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the corruptions it receired from the ftomish 
Clergjr. 

Thirdly, t shall attempt to account for 
some of the motives, which occasion even the 
members of the Church of England to dbsent 
themselves from it. 

Fourthly, 1 shall endeavour to poifit out 
the unreasotiableness of such conduct, and 
the benefit which all must undoubtedly re^ 
ceive from it, as men, as members of ijociety, 
and as Christians. 

The word sacrament is derived from a simi- 
lar Latin one, which had several significations ; 
a<!, a pledge deposited for the issue of a law 
suit, a mystery, a military oath, by which 
the Roman soldiers bound themselves to be 
faithful to their commanders, and in this 
sense it is used by two of the best Latin au- 
thors.* The name of sacrament is, with the 

* Liry, book 22. — Hforace says, 
^^ Non perfidum dixi Sacramcntmn." 

strictest 
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^rictest propriety, applied by the fathers to 
the Lord's Supper, since it is a test whereby 
:w€ openly profess ourselves Christ's faithful 
^oikUers and servants, unto our lives' end. 

The Mosaic law was extremely burthen-: 
5ome to the Jews; it was full of ceremonies, 
and sacrifices of the blood of bulls and of 
goats, with which Clod had frequently de- 
clared himself, by the mouth of his prophets^ 
ox s.ti,fied, preferring men? md g.odne» 
before them all* The Messiah, at his com- 
ing, abolished such rites, leaving in their 
iitead these two sacraments only. Baptism 
•and the Lord's Supper. By the first, our 
sponsors promise, that we shall be dedicated 
to God, and brought up in the Christian re-' 
ligion^ by the second, we ourselves openly 
declare, that we have been so, and that we 

attest ourselves to be Christians before all thcf 

» ■. ■ . 

world. Our Saviour, who observed the Mo- 
saic ordinances, (judging it becoming to ful- 
fil 
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fil all righteousness, to comply with every re* 
L'gious ceremony, which had a tendency to 
promote that end), was extremely desirous to 
eat the Passoyer with his Disciples, before he 
suffered ; as soon as this had been done, he 
considered the law and the prophets as fulfil- 
led, and introduced the new covenant to them. 
'^ Drink ye all of this, for this is my blood 
" of the New Testament, which is shed not 
^* only for you, but for many, for the remis- 
*' sion of their sins ;''* which God will pass 
over and forgive, as his avenging Angel 
passed over and spared the lives cf the Chil* 
dren of Israel in Egypt, ^^ This do in re- 
'* membrance of me,'^-)- says St. Luke; that 
is, do this hereafter in your religious assem- 
blies, in remembrance of me, your gracious 
Master, and of the benefits which arise to 
you, and to all mankind, by the sacrifice of 
my body and blood. Now remembrance un- 

* Matthew xrri. 27, 28, &c. + Luke xxii. 19. 
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doubtedly implies continuation, since no one 
can think any ceremony necessary to re^ 
member a person present, but absent ; and 
though there be no positive mention of its 
being taken by the Apostles, except in the 
7th Terse of the 90th chapter of the Acts, 
yet no doubt can be entertained t>f St. PauPs 
partaking of it; for he would scarcely refuse 
the sanction of his own example, to the ad- 
vancement of the doctrine he delivered, arid 
which, he positively asserts, he had received 
the divine command to press on the Corin* 
thian Christians. 

Secondly. The ancient fathei^ of the 
Church recommended the use, end, efficacy, 
and nature of this sacrament ; that by it we 
should keep the Saviour of the World in 
constant remembrance, and acknowledge 
the redemption he has purchased for us by 
his blood» The first of these fathers whom I 
shall menticNi, is Polycarp, Bishop of Smyr- 
na. 
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tia, TTho, whilst young, was St. John^s disd-r 
pie, instructed also by other Apostles, being 
familiarly acquainted with many who had 
seen our Lord upon earth, as Irenceus in- 
forms us» This Polycarp had a dispute with 
Atticetus, Bishop of Rome, respecting the 
moveable feast of Easter ; they nevertheless 
communicated together at the holy sacra^r 
ment, and Anicetus, to shew his respect tx 
Polycarp, permitted him to consecrate the 
elements in his church. In the life of Cy- 
prian we find this expression : ^ They there- 
^^ fore thought it necessary that penitents 
'^ should be animated to sacrifice their lives 
^^ for Christ, by being admitted into his 
^^ church; concluding that fh^y could not 
^^ be encouraged to drink of the cup of mar- 
" tyrdom, whilst they were denied the cup 
^^ of the Lord.'^ These histovical facts brin^ 
the account of this sacrament down to the 
year of our Lord 252. St Gregory, in his 

H 2 Eucharistical 
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Eucharistical Psinegyric, brings it down to 
the year 265. St. Chrysostom to the fourth 
century, and warmly adds, ^^ not to commu- 
^^ nicate in these mystical suppers, is hunger 
^ and death.''* St. Augustin brings it dowi^ 
to the fifth Century. I shall pass over the 
other authorities, and only observe, that it 
was continued by all the Roman bishops^ 
from Leo the first; and that in England, 
there was an old law of Canute, passed 
about the tenth century, which says, '^ Let 
*' every Christian man prepare himself 
'* thrice in the year, to the receiving the 
'' Lord's body." Eusebius says, from He- 
gefiippus, that men began gradually to cor* 
rupt Christianity, by the introduction of ce- 
remonies for which they had no scriptural 
authority; and, amongst the rest, they started 
the monstrous notion of our Saviour's bodily 

* NoQ communlcare mysticis his Cocnis ct fames est et 
mors. 

presence 
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presence in this sacrament, fire hundred 
years after his death, which arose chiefly 
from the indiscretion of preachers and writers 
of warm imagination, who, instead of ex- 
plaining judiciously the lofty figures of Scrip- 
ture language,^ heightened and went beyond 
them, until both it and they had their meaning 
mistaken most astonishingly; and at length 
the doctrine of transubstantiation (1300 years 
ago) was established as a gospel truth, by 
the pretended authority of the church of 
Rome. It will be needless, however, to en- 
ter into a long argument to refute this opi- 
nion ; every unbigoted and sensible person 
will allow, that our Saviour, at its institution, 
must have spoken in a %urative sense : the 
Jews, indeed, chose, as usual, to misunder- 
stand him ; ^^ Can this man give us his flesh 
>^ to eat ?" thife is impossible ; and to prevent 
any such ideas from taking place, our church 
expressly denominates the elements, *' crea-^ 

H 3 • " tures 
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^^ tures ef bread and wine,^^ and that 
iro eat the flesh, and drink the bbod of 
Christ, '' spiritually,'' or only in a spiritual 
sense** 

We have now proved, that this sacrament 
was aU aloni; continued after the death of 
our Saviour; it was Biso received, not by the 
priests only, but by the laity, in almost all 
ages. Of this we may be assured, from the 
passage of Cyprian quoted above, as also 
from another of Justin Martyr, written in 
the year of our Lord 120, wMch was only 
fourscore or ninety years after the death of 
Christ* He informs us, " That those called 
^^ deacons, gave to each, and to every one 
^^ present, to partake of the sacramental 
^^ bread, and wine and water;'' for it is to 
be observed, that the Anciente sometimes 
mingled water with the wine, and which in* 

* Note also, that our Sayionr called the contents of the 
cap, ^' this fruit of the Tine/'-^Matt zxtL Luke xxii. &c. 

ft *. ' » • 
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deed was not improper, as the eontents of the 
cup were equally a symbol, figure, and re* 
presentation of the blood of Christ. We 
also find, that it was continued by one not 
actually present at the la^t supper ; that its 
continuance was enjoined the church of Co- 
rinth by St. Paul, being comprehended in th^ 
directions for its fit participation* It has been 
also shewn, that it was receired by one in- 
structed by St. John; its progress has been 
traced till it became corrupted by the church 
of Rome ; it is proved, that even in a most 
unenlightened era of this country, it wa^ 
held right, that every Christian should com- 
municate thrice in the year ; and though the 
reformation cleared it from the superstitious 
notion of transubstantiation, it did by no 
^leans abate the necessity of its reception, 
but has left Canute^s law in full force, and 
positively enjoins all Christians to receive 
this sacrament thrice in the, year. 

H 4 Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. I shall now attempt to account 
for some of the motives which prevent a due 
attendance at this holy sacrament. There is 
something so extremely solemn in this ce-* 
remony, and the language made use of by 
St. Paul is so strong, that the uneducated 
and ignorant are as it were overawed, and 
feel a difficulty in surmounting their fears 
upon this occasion. This is one reason of 
their absence, and it is our duty to explain 
to such, that these expressions are not likely 
to be applied to them. The Corinthians ne- 
ver properly considered the Lord's body; 
they so far forgot the benevolence and tem* 
perance of Christians, that the rich refused 
to share their bread and wine with the poor ; 
they were wicked enough to intoxicate them- 
selves in the church, and at the ceremony ; so 
that first, it was not a communion;^ and 

* Ccena Tocatur a commimiQne ?escentium coinon quippe 
Graeci commune dicmvt. 

secondly. 
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secondly, they were undoubtedly gdilty of 
prophaning the body and blood of Christ. 
To stop the progress of such enormous^ wick- 
edness, called for strong language, and tem« 
poral punishment. But as such indecent 
and irreverent behaviour has never yet hap- 
pened in the Church of England (and I trust 
never will), it is morally impossible for any 
of us to eat and drink his own damnation ; or, 
as the word (crima) has been elsewhere ren- 
dered by the same writer, a judgment, or 
sentence of condemnation, on ourselves ; for 
since the preparation is so simple, as that we 
should sincerely repent us of our former sins, 
and be in charity with all men, it is in every 
one's power to be a worthy partaker. With 
respect to the posture in which this sacrament 
is received, it is not to be doubted, but thai} 
at its first institution, the Apostles were re-f 
cumbent, or sitting at meat.* It was the 

* Quia Coena Domini communis fuit omnibus recumbentU 
busy non solumb(^s sed ctiam luds proditori. 
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custom in tbosie dayg, for persons at their 
meals to recline on little sophas, or couckes, 
as may be learnt from several writers of that 
time.^ In what posture the first Christians 
received it, or how long they were in its cele- 
bration, is not material ; neither is the time 
at which we receive it. TertuUian informs 
us, that in times of persecution, the eucharist 
was celebrated in their assemblies before day. 
(^ We of our church (says a learned commen- 
^^ tatorf) receive the sacrament kneeling, 
^^ not to acknowledge any corporeal pre* 
^^ sence of Christ's natural flesh and blood, 
^^ as our church, to prevent all possibility of 
.^^ misconstruction, expressly decides, addr 
>^ ing, that his body is in Heaven, and not 
^' h(SF§, but to worship him who is every 
^' where present, the invisible God. And 
^^ this posture of kneeling we by no means 

* '^ Toro sic orsuB abalto." 
" Stratoq super discumbitur ostro," — Visgil. 

.+ Seeker. 

^' look 
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^' look upon as in itself nec^sary, but as a 
^^ becoming iqppointment, and very fit to ac« 
^^ company the prayers and praises we offer 
'' up at the instant of receiTing, and to ex« 
"^ press that inward spidt of piety and hu- 
^« mility, on which our partaking worthily 
^^ of this ordinance, and receiving benefit 
^^ from it, depend*'' Another reason which 
may induce some to absent themselves from 
this sacrament, is a procrastinating disposi- 
tion, and a want of resolution to do what 
they acknowledge to be right* It is a gene« 
ral custom, even with those who are rarely 
seen at the JU>rd's table, to be extremely 
anxious for having the communion adminis-^ 
tered to them in their last sickness, or on 
their death bed, as it is usually called. I do 
not niean to discuss, at present, the power of 
a death bed repentance, nor to find fault 
with this desire ; I would only wish to place 
it in its true light, and to shew that no ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary efficacy ought to be attached to 
it. The joining in this ceremony at that pe« 
riod only, cannot atone for all the errors of 
a mispent life, nor be a palliation for the 
former neglect of religious duties. Those 
various rites which were laid upon the Jews, 
were, as the Apostle observes, ^'imposed 
*' upon them till the time of reformation.'' 
The Romish Church has her seven sacra- 
ments, and attaches too much consequence 
to extreme unction, the administration of the 
host to the dying sinner, and to many cere- 
moni^, for which there is no scriptural au- 
thority. The blessed Founder of our Reli- 
gion has (as I before observed) instituted only 
two rites : as a clear injunction for the first, 
Christ has commanded us ^^ to go, baptize all 
^' . nations, in the name of the Father, and of 
^' the Son, and of the Holy Ghost :''* for 
ilie latter, he says, '' Do this in remem- 

* Matthew xxviii. 19, 

'^ brance 
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^ braiice of me."* The a^inistration, 
therefore, of the Lord^s Supper, to persons in 
extreme sickness, should only be thought an 
opportunity afforded them, to testify the sin- 
cerity of their repentance; that they give 
this assurance of their dying in the faith 
and communion of Jesus Christ, in entire re- 
signation to the will of God, thus calling 
them from this mortal world, and in perfect 
charity with all mankind. And it is far bet- 
ter that they should not defer this ceremony 
to their death, but be constant attendants at 
the Lord's table, at the periods of health, 
and in the vigor of life. 

Fourthly. It now remains, lastly, that I 
lay before you, the benefits that will arise 

from the partaking in this sacrament, to all, 

* 

as men, as members of society, and as Chris* 
tians. The preparation which our church 
requires is, " that we rei>ent us truly of our 

*LukexxU. 

*^ sins 
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^^ sins past, and are in perfisct charity with 
^ all men." The review of our own hearts, 
and mode of life, both public and private, 
cannot but be attended with the best effects $ 
we an; brought by such reflection before the 
tribunal of our conscience, and are led ta 
settle our account with God, in which we are 
all certainly debtors to his goodness, and de-» 
pendants on his merey: we consider what 
our sins have been, we are sensible of our 
manifold transgressions, and we sincerely re* 
pent them* Without stated periods for this 
review of our conduct, we might be induced 
to postpone the painful enquiry, and, by de* 
ferring repenta.ce, cntiaue in »n, tiU we 
found ourselves alike on the eve of amend- 
ment, and on the brink of the grave. The next 
advantage that attends this ceremony is, our 
being in charity with all men, a peculiar 
mark and distinction of the Christian reli- 
gion. This leads us to remember, that we 

are 
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are all men and brethren ; that though an 
equality of rank or riches is^ not possible in 
this world, yet that we are all earth of the 
same earth, liable to the same punishments^ 
and heirs of the same advantages in another^ 
It teaches us that benevolence is the duty of 
all, and pride their disgrace. A particuliar 
blame that St. Paul laid upon the Corinthi- 
ans was, ^' When ^ ye come together, (said 
" he) to celebrate this rite, the commemora- 
" tion of your meek and generous Master, 
'' every one taketh before other his own sup- 
" per; and one is hungry, absolutely de- 
" fective in his supply of this communion, 
" whilst another takes it to such excess, that 
^^ he is drunken. What! (continues the 
^^ Apostle) have ye not houses to eat and to 
•' drink in ? or despise ye your poorer bre* 
^* thren who have none ? I commend you 
^* not for this, ye come not together for the 
*^ better, but for the worse :'** that is, in* 

♦ 1 Cor. xi. 
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Stead of r^eiving the benefit you would na^ 
turally do, from the fit participation of a re- 
ligious rite, you are guilty of despising and 
prophaning it, which is worse than an abso- 
lute neglect of it. Thus far have I laid be- 
fore your view, the due consideration of this 
sacrament, from a desire to enforce the ne- 
cessity of this pious and peculiarly Christian 
duty, from a sincere endeavour to remove a 
slavish fear on the one hand, as a criminal 
neglect on the other. It is the duty of the 
elder, and the well-informed, to explain it 
to the young and the illiterate, and to press 
upon them the propriety (if they call them* 
selves members of a certain church) of con«> 
forming to its rules and ordinances. Let not our 
minds be dejected with unnecessary terrors ; 
we have a Redeemer who is touched with a 
sense of our infirmities, and who '' ever liveth 
'' to make intercession for us.'' We never 
can suppose, that a beneficent God gave us 
religion to make us miserable, but to make 
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US happy, Christianity xm^ never de- 
sired to be shewn through the grate 
of a cloister, by Pharasaical fast, by cor-^ 
poreal punishment and penance, by the 
telling of beads, or the jingling of bells. 
It was intended^ to be expanded and in- 
corporated into society, to be yisible in 
er ery action, to be evident in the practice of 
every mora^ dut/. Our Saviour says to his 
Disciples, ^^ Go, teach all nations. I send 
^^ you as sheep among wolves; unite the 
^' wisdom of the serpent with the innocence 

^^ of the dove.^^ God gave to man an up- 

o 

right countenance, that he might raise to his 
Maker^the cheerful note of praise, that he 
mi^ht lift his hands in thanksgiving for past 
benefits, in prayer for a continuance of them, 
or for support and assistance under affliction. 
Let no vain fears distract us from our duty ; 
man was never intended, like the devils, to 

• Matthew z. 10. 

I believe 
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beliere and tremble^ his naind waft to fieel die 
joyful hope of immortality, his breast to foe 
warmed widi the cheering sun of a good con- 
science. If there fae any sect in the world 
at present, which teaches men, with counte- 
nances disfigured by melancholy, to grovel in 

die dust of defection, to take off the faaond 

• o 

from the calls of hcAiest industry^ to wander 

about neglecting the impohant duties ot life, 

for tli^ SOLS purpose cf performing religious 

offiees, that«ect is fiaist approximating to the 

fanaticism of the Romish church, and sowing 

thidk the seeds of error amongst mankind. 
_ o 

Finally. As the preparatum for this sa» 

crament is so simple, none can plciui want 

of time, or hurry* df business, as an excuse 

for neglecting it. Those who lead a life of 

piety and benerolence, are at all times ready 

to join in it ; to those, on the contrary, who 

turn their backs upon it, because they will 

not seriously consider, and repen^ of their 

sins. 
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sins, it is not the preparation of a week, nor 
of a year, nor of an age, that will qualify 
them ; nothing but repentance and charity, 
and surely without these, no one is either fit 
to live, or fit to die. 
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1 CORINTH. XV. 3. 



jFbr / delivered vnto you first of all, that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins, according to the Scriptures. 

T Purpose, in this discourse, to treat, first, of 
the Atonement and Vicarious Sacrifice 
of Christ ; secondly, to mention^ briefly, his 
Death and Resttrf*ectioa» 

The objections to the first head are, that 
surely God could hare devised some better 
method for the redemption of mankind, than 
the death oi his own Son; and that there 
seeua^ a manifest injustice, in making the in* 
liocent suffer for the guilty. It is the highest 
degree of presumption in us, to call in ques- 
tion 
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tioQ the designs of the Almigb<y, 6r to SHp- 
pose that we ean point out to hiii^ improve- 
ments in the disipensati^ns of his providence; 
we are to acquiesce, with gratitude aad si- 
lence, in all his decrees ; it is sufficient for 
us to know, that bis revealed word has de- 
clared it, and that the Scripture tells us so ; 
^' For God so. loved the Wiurid, that he gave 
^^ his only begotten Son^ that whosoever be- 
^ lievedi in him, should not perish, but have 
*^ everlasting life/'* ''In this was mani* 
'' fested the love of God towards us, be- 
'' cause that G<xl sent his only begotten 
'' Son into the world, that we mi^ht live 
" through him*''^- '' Herein is love, not 
'' that we loved God, but that he loved 
'' us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
'' for our sins.^J '' He that spared not his 
'' own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
'^ how shall he not with him, freely give us 

« John iiL 16. f 1 Epist Jobo^ ir. 9. X Ibid 10« 

1 3 "all 
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." all things?''* To find fault with the 
meaps of our redemption, or to suppose that 
4)etter could have been adopted, is just as 
absurd as to murmur, because the fruits of 
the earth are not given to us in a state of 
present perfection, by which we must perish, 
if our care and foresight did not obviate the 
dday of vegetation to maturity. The sacri- 
fice of Christ^s death, was a most affecting 
acknowledgment of the infinite guilt and de- 
merit of sin ; it was a most forcible declara- 
tion of God's severity against our sins. No 
wise governor should suffer his laws to be 
broken with impunity, nor sacrifice his jus- 
tice to his mercy. Since, in consideration of 
our pardon, God would admit no meaner sacri- 
fice than the precious blood of his own eternal 
Son, he has hereby expressed the utmost in- 
dignation against sin, which he could pos- 
sibly shew, except he were determined never 

* Rom. viii. 32. 

to 



Christ's atonement. 1^7 

to pardon at all. Be it remembered, how- 
ever, that the anger of God is not a passion, 
or mental perturbation, but a judicial dii»- 
pleasure. Again, as the sacrifice of the death 
of Christ is voluntary, it must convince us of 
the infinite love of God and of our Saviour, 
as set forth in those places of Scripture be- 
fore mentioned, and as a sure and certain 
ground of our hope of pardon, if we repent 
and amend. His death was admitted and 
accepted by God, in lieu of the punishment 
which was due to him from mankind, and it 
is this that completes it an expiatory sacri- 
fice, and without this, it had been altogether 
insignificant to the expiation of sin, notwith- 
standing all the above-named qualifications, 
for it is the personal punishment of the offen- 
der which sin gives God a right to, and which 
the obligation of his violated law exacts.^ 

Secondly ; as to punishing the innocent 
for the guilty, in the case of the death pf 

, » Vide Scotf 8 Christian Life. 

1 4 Christ; 



Christ ; what is objected to his sacrifice, may 
be objected to every sacrifice whateren If 
any viciirious human sacrifice is accepted^ 
the victim must be innocent, otherwiae he 
bears his <mn sins, and not those of others, 
he deserves death for his own transgrisssions* 
{t is impossible that any man, except Christ, 
oonld bo a vic^ons sacrifice : ^^ There is no 
>< man that liveth pad sintieth not.^^* ^^ There 
^^ is none righteous, >no not ooe»^'*f- But our 
Saviour says to the Jews, '' Which of you 
*^ convinceth me of sin ?^ J And his Apostle 
wys of him, ^^ He did no sin, neither waii 
*^ guile found in his mouth,^'§ He, there^ 
fore, and he only, as the Lamb of God with«- 
out blemish, could fake away the sins of the 
world# Every animal sacrifice, was that c^ 
the innocent for the guilty; and this was not 

* Rom. ill. 10. 
+ PsaUft xIy. 1. 

:}: John viii. 46. — " ConTinces" might hare been ren- 
dered ** accuses," " proves me guilty of." 
§ 1 Peter; il t2. Vide aiso Heb. ni. ^. 
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merely the senftiment of the Jewish law, but 
the universal creed of all the Gentile irorld. 
But, as I said before, I do not mean to enter 
into the reasonableness or unreascmableness 
df this belief, or to di^uss the placability ^n* 
impku»ibility of the Deity; but to shew, thsA 
the death of€hri^ asan atonement £>rtbe 
tsins of the whole wwld, is truly ^iScripture 
doctrine, as may be proved, not only from 
Ihe New, but from various {massages of the 
Old Testament. Under this bulwark I shall 
fhelter myself at once, convinced that I re« 
^uire no other. 

The first passage incumbent on us to no- 
tice, is the 53d chapter of the Prophet Isaiah, 
because this contains the whole scheme and 
tsubstance of the Christian atonement; in« 
deed, so ample and comprehensive is the de« 
scription here given, that the writers of the 
New Testament have had it particularly in 
view, inscMnuch that there is scarcely a pas* 

sage 
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sage in either the gospels or epistles, relating 
to the sacrificial nature, and atoning virtue 
of the death of Christ, that may liot obviouslj 
be traced to this exemplar,^ the most striking 
of which is that in the 8th chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles. Philip, the Disciple 
of Christ, is commanded by the Holy Spirit 
to put himself in the way of the chief minis- 
ter of the Queen of Ethiopia : he finds him 
reading, in the Prophet Isaiah, this very 53d 
chapter now under our consideration : he is 
at a loss to know the prophets allusion, whe- 
ther he speaks of himself herein, or of some 
other; he is desirous, therefore, to be in- 
formed by the Apostle. Then Philip opens 
his mouth, begins at the, same Scripture, 
and preaches unto him Jesus; or in other 
words, applies the whole prophecy to Christ, 
as follows. The first expression of this chap- 
ter, sets forth the incredulity of the Jews, and 

• Vide Mageo, to whose learned notes I am much indebted. 

the 
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the difficulty to make them comprehend the 
Messiah, called here the Arm or Power of 
God, because the Almighty power of God was 
seated in him. The next two verses describe 
his humility, the contumely of his reception, 
the persecution of his life, and the cruelty of 
his death. " Yet (says the prophet) though 
^^ we thought him stricken, smitten of God, 
^^ and afQicted for his own demerits, yet he 
" hath borne our sins, the infirmities of our 
^^ nature, and carried our sorrows and afflic- 
*' tions." To bear the sins of another, in 
this, and in thirty-seven other places in Scrip- 
ture, signifies to undergo the consequences, 
or to suffer the punishment of them ; but this 
is rendered still more clear in the following 
verses : '' He was wounded for our trans- 
'' gressions, he was smitten for our iniquities. 
'' The chastisement by which our peace was 
" effected, was laid upon him ; and by his 
" bruises we are healed. And Jehovah hath 

" thrown 
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^^ ciled to God through the death of his son.^' 
Stronger still are those passages of the same 
Apostle, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, where 
he draws the parallel between the typical sa- 
crifices of old, and the real sacrifice of Christ, 
which I quoted at large in my first discourse. 

4 

What was the slaying of a poor animal to be 
offered to a- merciful God ; what the sprink- 
ling the blood and the ashes of the victim, to- 
wards the purifying of the temple, ^c. ; of 
what signification were all these things, but as 
types of the sacrifice of Christ ? In short, ad- 
mit the sacrifice of Christ to be held in view 
in the institutions of the law, and every part 
is plain and intelligible ; reject that notion, 
and every theory devised by the ingenuity of 
man, to explain the nature of ceremonial 
worship, becomes trifling and inconsistent^ 
In this great sacrifice of Christ, these typical 
sacrifices of the law receive their consumma^ 
tion, and the institution closes, as it ought 

to 
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do, with the completion oif its object, the 
death of Christ ;* " For if the blood of bulls 
'^ and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer, 
'' sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
*^ purifying of the flesh, how much more 
" shall the blood of Christ, who, through the 
^' eternal spirit, oflered himself without spot 
'' to God, purge your consciences from dead 
" works to sen^e the living God.^'f- '' Christ 
*^ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
" being made a curse for us ;''J and thus, 
" as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
« all be made alive.'' " For God hath 
^^ commended his love towards us, in that 
'^ while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
^' us, by whom we have now received the 
" atonement.§ For if, when we were ene- 
*' mies^ we were reconciled to God by the 
•* death of his Son^ much more being re- 

* Magee. + Heb. ix, 

J Galat. iii. 13. § Romans v. 11. 

^* conciled 
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^^ concU^ we shall be saved by his life.^' 
The Apostle has told us in the text, that 
Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Soripiures ; that this is true, numberless pas* 
sages proves If we are allowed to call the 
BAerey of God in question, or to debate ujion 
the pn^jriety of the means which he has em- 
ployed for our redempticm, we may be pfai«« 
losopbers perhaps, but we are not Christians^ 
What God has been pleased to reveal, it is 
our duty to believe ; but if we are to refer 
every thing to the standard of human reason, 
and that we are only to beUcve what we can 
understand, there is no occasion either for 
&uth or revelaticm. Our Saviour also de* 
clares himself to be a vicarious sacrifice; 
*' I lay down my life for the sheep.''* At 
hi& ceremony of the last supper, the estabt 
lishment of a new covenant, he says to his 
Disciples, that his body is given for them, 

* Joha X. 15. 

and 
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and that his blood is shed for them^ and 
for many, for the remission of their sins, 
as * the prophet Isaiah had before said ; 
*' That he bare the sins of many :'' so St^ 
Mathew and St. Mark repeat, ^^ That he 
^' he gave his life a ransom for many,'** 
The account also which St. John gives of the 
words of the High Priest, are entitled to our 
particular notice ; '' Ye know nothing at all 
^' (says he), nor consider, that it is expe- 
^^ dient for us, that one man should die for 
^^ the people, and that the whole nation pe- 
^' rish not ; and this he spake, not of him- 
" self, but being High Priest that year, he 
^^ prophesied that Jesus should die for that 
^^ nation ; and not for that nation only, but 
^^ that he should also gather together in one 
*^ the children of God, that were scattered 
" abroad-^-f The Evangelist tells us, that 

* Matthew xx. 28. Mark x. 45, 
+ John xi. 49. 

K Caiaphas 
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<!!!^aphiB did tiot j^peak these wdrds df hitift^ 
^If^ tliat i$, of his own suggestion, but that 
the Holy Spirit of G6d had caused his High 
Prie^it, as had not been uhu5;ual itv ati6ient 
times, to "titter a prophecy of the sacrifice df 
Christ, for the trhole pebple of Israel, and in- 
deed for the whole world. If the High 
Ihrte^t had only meant, that we must sacri- 
fice a man, though innocent, to the preju^ 
dices of the Romans, what Occasion would 
there bare been for that strong word (pro- 
phecy)? his natural reason, or rather his sub* 

• • • 

tie policy, would have easily suggested to 
him su^ch a measure, and he would certainly 
hare found no scruple in his own unjust and 

cruel heart. But further, Christ was not 

• ■ - . . . ' . 

only a sacrifice, he was « wilUng sacrifice^ 

ail his assertions are to this etfeet ; ^ There- 

*• fore doth injr Father lore mfe, because 1 

*' lay down my life, that I might take it 

" again. No man taketh it from me, but I 

"lay 
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'* lay it down of In^yself• I hare power to 
^' lay it doWB) and I have power to take it 
^^ again."^ When the zeal aad impetuosity 
of Peter^ would have led him to offer strong 
resistance to the apprehenders of hifc Master^ 
our Saviour rebuked him in these words: 
^^ Put up again thy sword into its placed the 
^^ cup which my father hath given me^ 
" shall I not drink it P^'f " Thinkest thou 
^^ that I cannot now pray the Father^ and he 
^' shall give me more than twelve legions of 
^^ Angels } but then how can the Scriptures 
^^ be fulfilled that thus it must be?^' At the 
moment also of his deaths Christ exclaimed 
upon the Cross, " It is finished^'' all the 
prophecies are now fulfilled as far as belongs 
to my life ; the important work for which 
I came into tht world is now completed ; the 
demands of the law are satisfied ; the justice 
of God is atoned ; and my sufferings are now 

^ John X. 17, 18. f John ivui, 11. Matt. xxTi. 53^ 54. 
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at an end. And, crying out 9gain wit^i a 
great and strong voice, which plainly shefyred 
that much of nature was yet in him, he said, 
with a lirely faith and holy joy. Father, (for 
so I will still call thee, though that claim is 
thus derided by mine enemies) I am now 
coming to thee, and into thy hands I commit^ 
my departing spirit, depositing it with thee 
as a sacred trust, which I am confident thou 
wilt receive and keep. And when he had 
said thus, declining his head, he voluntarily 
dismissed, or delivered up his spirit, and ex- 
pired.* Thus it does plainly appear, that 
the doctrine of the Atonement is a Scripture 
doctrine, clearly understood as such by all 
the Evangelists and Apostles, most fully and 
amply asserted by St. Paul in particular ; and 
that Christ, the Antitype of all the ancient 
Jewish sacrifices, is a vicarious sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. Christ suffered, 

* Doddridge. 

lest 
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lest mankind, who, by their sins, were be- 
come obnoxious to the divine justice, should 
perish everlastingly. 

I would wish now to say a few words on 
the resurrection of our Saviour, and con- 
clude. Modern objectors, who deny the di- 
vinity, incarnation, and atonement of Christ, 
confess, ^' that this grand pillar of our faith 
'' (the resurrection) rests on the broadest, 
*' firmest basis of truth and certainty.* 
Granted that its authenticity is undoubted, 
' its reality indisputable; the number of wit- 
nesses, the simplicity and evident credibility 
of the story convincing ; that the pains which 
the Jews took to detect a falsehood, estab- 
lished a truth ; yet let it be observed, that 
this " grand pillar^' is built on no other foun- 
dation, than that which supports the other 
mysterious truths insisted upon by the Chris- 
tian Church, and is equally hard to be con- 

* Vide Stone's Visitation Sermon. 

K 3 ceived 
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oeived by hrnnan resuson, Tb^ aur Saviour 
rose again, with that identical body which 
suffered death upon the cross, is endenft, 
from the incredulity of St. Thomas, who put 
his finger into the print of the naih, and 
thrust his hand into hi$ side ; from Christ^s 
partaking of the usual food which noui^ishes 
and sustains the human body ; from his de« 
siring his Disciples to handle him, and to 
see, for that a spirit liad not flesh and bones, 
as they might see that he had. But how, in 
the fact of his ascension, this mortal could 
put on immortality ? How this body, com-* 
raonly perishable, could inhabit eternity? 
How flesh and blood could inherit the king- 
dom of God ; in other words, how this cor- 
ruption could put on ihcorruption ? is as lit- 
tle to be justified by human reason, and is 
as great a miracle, as great an alteration of 
the common course of natural erents, as the 
profoundest mystery of our religion : besides, 

even 
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even in this circumgtance, tlte divine power 

■ 

pf Christ is manifested ; *' Destroy this tem- 
^' pie, (he spake of the temple of the body) 
^^ and in three days I will raise it ijp again.'^* 
If we take a pleasure, as we ought to do, in 
the study of the Scripture, and carefully exa^ 
Riine and compare its several parts, we shall 
find sufficient proofs to support stnd justify 

* ■ 

every article of pur faith. The ancient 
Jews, who certainly understood their own 
language, and sacred records, agreed in the 
assurance and certainty of a Messiah, allowed 
that he was to be a divine person ; this has 
been shewn to be the acknowledged belief 
of the Jewish Church i^f they have also been 
convinced of a plurality of persons in the Go4- 
head.;}; The fulfilment of the prophecies, in 
every part of the Evangelical History, re- 

* John ii. 10. 
+ Allix. 

j: In the 19th chapter of Genesis, die Elohim are three 
personal ; -j&t Lot says, '' To them, my Lord." 

K 4 specting 
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specting the person of Christ, evince, beyond 
contradiction, the extraordinary interference 
of a superintending power ; particularly, that 
the decree of Augustus Caesar should have 
been past at so critical a time, as to accord 
with the birth of Christ, and make good the 
prophecy of Hosea; and that the sepulchre 
of Joseph should be new, complete, and 
ready to receive his body, thus fulfilling the 
prophecy of Isaiah. 

My reasons for laying these discourses 
before the public, I hope and trust will be 
attributed to their true motive, an earnest 
desire of doing good. I most sincerely dis-* 
claim every vain-glorious sensation, every os- 
tentatious display of personal merit; even 
the hope of being useful, is damped by the 
fear of being mistaken, or inefficient: but 
allow me to enter my protest even against 
my own errors; if I am weak, the cause it- 
self is strong, and needs not the feeble aid of 

human 
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human learning aAd abilities to support it ; 
the hand of God will still continue to protect 
and advance it. ^^ God is faithful who has 
" promised,''* and he has said of the Son, 
" That he will establish the throne of his 
'' kingdom for ever,''-!- May all the sub- 
jects of that kingdom be united in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life ; may 
they all become the sheep of one fold, under 
one shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

* Heb. X. 23. + 2 Sam. tu. 13. 
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3 THESS. ui. 11, 12. 

For we hear that there are some which waljc 
among you disorderly, working not at all, i^ 
are busy bodies. JSTow them that are such, we 
command and exhort, by our Lord Jesus 
Christy that with quietness they work, and eat 
their own bread, 

X shall make use of the present occasion, ia 
exhorting all here present to shun certain 
prevalent vices, which are equally detrimen- 
tal to individuals, as to society ; and in en« 
deavouring to enforce, on the other hand, the 
opposite virtues, which will infallibly pro- 
mote private happiness, as well as public 
peace and harmony. 

The 
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The first, but too common, fault among 
mankind, is a restless and discontented tem- 
per, which looks with a Seen and an envious 
eye at all the enjoyments of another'^s situa- 
tion, wilfully blind to every comfort of its 
own, arraigning, at one and the same time, 
the dispensations of Divine Providence, and 
the distribution of human justice* The pro- 
gress of this ambitious discontent, has been 
wdnderfully increased and accelerated, of 
late, by certain insidious and fallacious writ^ 
ings, industriously spread among the com- 
mon people, the poison concealed in which, 
beifig wrapt up in plausiUe and popular arw 
gumMts, tends to deceive uncultivated minds, 
Md to render them unsettled dud unhappy; 
k Is dieaiiy the design of Providence, and 
ftecbnikig to the nature of man, tha;t high 
and I0W5 rich and poor^ should meet together 
in the same society: there is no law, divine 
or human, which prevents tbo rich mnn fttm 

becoming 
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beeombg poor, or the poor man titnti be- 
coming rich ; 6!sces$ of Iccsurf add estpiince, 
vriU redaee the possesions of the one, and su- 
perior skill and kbour t^ll increase the pro- 
pert^r of the other. How constantly do we 
see the skilful artist, the ingenious mechanic, 
and the industrious hasbandman, emefging 
fV(M» obscurity, to wealth and distinction. 
If property were not un exceptionable ^^ 
cured, when it is acquired, who trould en- 
deavour to acquire it ? Our country would 
be filled with none but idle mi rapaclonu 
members, every man^s hand would be raised 
against lii^ neighbotir, we should be a nation 
of robbers, instead of pt^iceal^e and welli^re- 
golated citizens; and the same aArgaffient 
wliich goes %o fkr atfitst, as to lessen a great 
deftl (^ property, wisittld soon be made use 
of, to divide a very %mdU quantity indeed. 
The same envy which at first cotdd not ^rook 
the a^x of one fttr sopericnr In wi^dth, 

would 
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would in a short time urge us to bear no su-^ 
perior at all. The fatal consequences of such 
ideas are so evident to reflection, that I shall 
enlarge on them no further; they would 
clearly occasion the destruction of, all private 
persons, and the dissolution of all public. so- 
ciety* How much truer proof of friendship 
is it, to point out to the poor the advantages 
they possess, and to shew them the obligations 
they are under to Providence and to their 
country. First, by reputation they are se- 
cure of employment, by employment they 
are certain of food and raiment, they are re- 
moved from the snares of luxury, and the 
dangerous temptations which indolence and 
wealth produce; they are less liable to 
misfortunes, to the dreadful reverses of 
fortune, more especially to the falling from 
opulence to poverty. The rich are afflicted 
with many diseases, of which the poor are 
totally, ignorant. Strength of body, and fitp« 

ness 



1*0 A BENEFIT CLUB. 15S 

ness, for labour, are better than bequeathing 
to children, riches which they may misuse ; 
education and learning, render the fediings 
but the more acute to those sufferings, occasion- 
ed by the unavoidable calamities of life ; re-^ 
putation, temperance, and honesty, are a poor 
man^s irresistible claims to employment; and 
lastly, if neither temperance will secure him 
health, nor industry subsistence, he is pro- 
Tided for by the just^ humane, and equitable 
laws of his country; his humble station is 
never deemed by the legislature as below its 
notice; magistrates are every where ap- 
pointed, to protect and to relieve him ; dis- 
content, like the thirst occasioned by disease, 
increases by being gratified, so far from 
giving men the possession of what they have 
not, it takes away even the enjoyment of 
what they actually have. Persons of this 
stamp are envious, peevish, and given to 
slander, or, as the Apostle says, [^ (hey walk 

L " about 
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^^ Aboiri; di9o¥derl^, urorking nM lit ati^ but 
** *re busy bodies." 

tfaift nttt ^feirailitt^ Vice Which I sh^ll tsi^ 
tit^, is the iniirtom of profihAne ahd lisu^ 
itrearing. This forises fbwfi ttro sMhrceH, iH 
habit, and fia^idh. In the fiirst itidtaMe, k 
% tAtight insensibly Ihnn tmr cotttmtiions, 
aiid oftentimes from otir ^pettors, Who are 
ftot aware of the ihlschief tiiey do, by setting 
1^ bM iih ei^atn^. Let us ron^idet h ifno- 
ment the Tdiy iaid Ihe guilt of such a prao 
tice. It is exlrettiely darinj^, attd ^pSiahe, 
to be continually callitig "Ood as a witneiss tb 
the tAoA insignificant and impertifieHrt Vfi«t- 
ters ; to inilke Use iof ^iSs ^ntrtA natfte ih 
ereiy ^illy story tfr frivolous dispute s nothing 
tends so much as this to take off "firoih iSHe 
initii of fihfati, l^at reverential awe which %re 
ought at ail times to feel for his maker; 1aa>^ 
thibg leads ^im ^tfcmer ifito ^ilsehooji *and 
l^rjuty; in fain he piteads hiA btMt fbr it, 

and 



io A amniKFtt tsLvi^ 15K 

aiid UQCOMScioMDces d doing it, for Ae mwt 
triiiag exMrtkm wanld soon enable him to 
diioard it* So mudi for raudi svreanag ; liut 
die second 6peeie6 of it is of a mudi de^ef 
ije^-execratioa poeasioned bf passioD^ tiie 
eafling doma curses and damnation upoo our 
kratbcrai^ from diat rery Crod of whose mercf. 
we oursdres stand so much in need,, whidi 
you may bear doue in our piiblic streets 
erery hour of the day« Now if these impre« 
cations hare any meaning, or ame^pcd^en ^sntAst 
any i^eal design, Ifaey betray a naletotenoe of 
heart too shocking to think oj^ not toerely in 
a Christian, but in the lowest human crea* 
ture ; and if they eome from no serious or 
settled design in the speaker, Ihey are still 
chargeable, in an extreme degree, with the 
dbacacter of that idle, :that horridly foolish, 
and daring impiety^ ahready mentioned. 
^^ He that ddighteth in eursing, it shall 
^^ eonie unto bim,^ says the ftahnist ; the 

h 3 curses 
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Courses shall by no means injure the person 
against whom they are uttered) but shall re- 
bound back upon the head of the utteren 
It becomes the bringers up of youth, their 
parents in particular, to guard them with 
all possiUe care against the danger of con« 
tractlng this wretched habit, which, like most 
others, has its foundation laid in the early 
part of life; indeed the prophanation of their 
Maker's name, seems to hare grown up with 
some young creatures almost from their in- 
fancy, and to hare been nearly the first lan- 
guage they learnt to pronounce. Bad words 
naturally give birth to bad thoughts in youth- 
ful minds, and bad thoughts as naturally lead 
to bad behaviour; let parents^ then, take 
every method to prevent the b^inning of 
the shameful ()ractice under consideration, 
by their good advice, their good instruction, 
and, above all, by hevfer setting their chil- 
dren^ the example of it; by being discreet 

and 
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and virtuous in their conversation, as well as 
in their actions, before the people that are 
continually with them, who must see and 
hear every thing they do or speak. I en* 
large the more fully on this subject, because 
its malignity does not seem sufficiently strike 
ing; it does not occur to those who are guilty 
of it, that in the earliest period of time, God 
has forbidden it by an express command- 
ment in the Mosaic law, in the same manner 
as he did both theft and murder, and that 
our Saviour, in his very first sermon, says, 
^^ Ye have heard that it hath been said by 
^^ them of old time. Thou shalt not forswear 
^^ thyself, but shall perform unto the Lord 
*' thine oaths ; but I say unto you, swear not 
" at all, neither by Heaven, for it is God's 
*^ throne, nor by the earth, for it is his foot- 
^^ stool, but let your communication be yea 
*' yea, nay nay, for whatsoever is more 

** than these, cometh of evil.'' Accustom 

L 3 yourselves 
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yourselves te ra umforitt Snt^rky 16 -jrwt 
dealings, aad troth in fwtr wofd^ tlkaf y€»ii 
may not be tempted to hare t6eoui46 to thew 
oSedsiye invocation^ of your €rod^ w of aa^y 

« 

other evidence^ real or imaginary ; which ib'* 
vocations^ by the way^ will never streftgtheft^ 
but will evermore tteaken and sink four ere* 
dit. Od the ofiposite haiid^ (he plain wofd 
of an honest man$ serionsly spohefi, is is va<^ 
lid^ and will go as far amongst all that know 
hitn, as his bond or his dath. For many 
vices, men may pretend td plead oonstito^^ 
tiondl infirmity, but that elm never be urged 
in the present instance ; '^ above all thiligi», 
^^ therefore^ my brethren, sWeiur toot.'' 

The next vice which I shall nkost seriously 
e)&hort you to shun^ is that of intemperance. 
Th^ evils arising from excessive drinking,ai^ at- 
tended with such a train of fatal cons^queilces^ 
that they ought to be laid tefore you in the 
fullest add ihost serious ftmnner. The fim I 

shall 
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men^ou, is lo^d gf reputatioiit There is n^ 
mapi bpw^ver h^b or low his si(^^|^ioQ, bii^ 
wh$it has some chftige of iniport^^pe or ot^eif 
cpipmiUe^ to his ^jire, some biisi^iess to m^fr' 
nagey for himself or others, which requires 
his utmost sl^^iU aii4 ^.bilities to perfjm*in. Hu« 
m^iXi repsoQ is oftentimes insu^cieat, even 
yrith study ^Pd thpqghtfuliifS£is, to discharge 
this trust to its full perfection, hqw then wiU 
it be executed as it ought to be by those wh^ 
weaken and drown their reason in frequent 
intoxication P who can place a confidence in, 
who will employ, such a person, who, so far 
from beiug competeut to the management of 
another's affairs, c^pnot even take care of 
himself? The ne^t iU consequence of this 
vice, is lo^ of health; without health we can 
neithjBr enjoy riches, aor power, nor honour, 
sUl the pleasures, aU the luxuries of life, |lose 
thpir relish without this blesi^ing. Now health 
is fsfist likely to be secured by temperance ; 

L 4 at 
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j#iee the heart of mam, to renovate and sup«- 
jport his strength} but when we me them tQ 
excesB, they weaken aud deBtroy it. Let us 
observe, iii thif^ instance, the advantage of in^ 
stinct over misapplied reason, in the oonduat 
eS the brutes ( no gentle methods can pei^ 
suada them, no harsh measures can force 
them, to drink more than suffices for the re^ 
freshnient of their nature, and the abatenient 
of their thirst ; the consequence therefore of 
this groveling vice is, that it degrades us bo- 
low the level of the brute creation. Jf we 
ask those addicted to inebriety, what are the 
chief inducements to it, they will tell us, 
mirth and pleasure ; but surely here is som^ 
mistake, for the moment any one becomes 
intoxic^ed, the ability he possesses for merri- 
ment is gone, his senses and wit are lost; he 
may, indeed, occasion the mirth which an 
ideot does, he may become the laughing- 
stock of the ignorant and unfeeling^ but 

he 
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be wiXQSt occasion paia to the ingenuous and 
considerate. . !Now let us inyestigate and 
search into the pleasures of excessive drinks* 
ing. Reasure is the opposite of pain ; but 
sickness, and a sense of haying done what is 
wrong, are painful, and nothing in the nature 
of things can make them pleasurable, or even 
satiiriactory. Sorry I am to say, that the 
higher classes of society, whose education 
should place them above sensual gratifications, 
and whose tables afford the daily banquet, 
often set a bad example to the lower, in this 
respect. All of us should take to ourselves 
the word of exhortation, to be upon our guard 
in this case; and one thing more I must take 

■ 

the liberty to mention, is, that as this luxury 
used to excess, is the rich man^s poison, so 8^ 
part of its superfluity, administered with a. 
judicious hand, is the poor man^s medicine. 

Having expatiated thus far on these three 
previuling vices, it remains for me now only, 

i» 
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in a few words, to recommend the practice of 
the opposite virtues. And first, •of content^ 
nnder which head I would wish to comprise 
gratitude for good, resignation to evil,* cheer- 
fulness, a disposition to make good perma^ 
nent, and bad better, not to make bad worse ; 
I would wish to mean by it, all the social vir- 
tues, the humane justice of the parent and of 
the master; the fidelity, integrity, and at- 
tachment due from the child and the servant ; 
the respect from the inferior, so necessary to 
the well being of society ; the condescension 
of the superior, so becoming to himself; and 
the just goodwill of the equal. As we are 
none of us allowed to chuse our situations^ 
let us humbly acquiesce in the condition 
in which Providence has placed us ; let us con* 
sider that our eternal happiness will depend, 
not upon our station here, but on the man* 
ner in which we have discharged the duties 
•f it ; that from those to whom much is given, 

much 



TO A BENEFIT CLUB. 169 

much win be required ; from those to whom 
little, an increase only proportionable; but 
the man who receives only one talent, has no 
right to bury it in the ground ; that is, that 
all have some duties to perform, and will 
find their happiness in the contented and 
punctual discharge of them. 

Secondly, let every person strive to keep a 
watch over the door of his lips, '' let^ him re- 
^' frain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
" they speak no guile ;^' let him seriously 
consider the immense power, the extensive 
wisdom atid knowledge, the manifold mer- 
i^ies, of God ; let him keep up in his mind^ 
an awful reverence, and impressive sense, of 
the almighty majesty of the Supreme Being; 
let him endeavour to acquire a character of 
unshaken veracity; let him remember the 
dentmciation of our blessed master^ ^^Jsay 
^^ unto ye, that every idle word which men 
^^ shall speak, they shall give an account 

" thereof 
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^ IfafTMf ia the Day of Judgement; fw by 
^ thy tnonds (w wdl as by thy acdoos) thAu 
^ dolt be justified, mnd by thy 'words thou 
^^ fihatt be condemned.'' 

Lasdy^ Jet us practice sobriety in ite snosC 
oonprehensifie sense, whether it meaasChas* 
tity, the restraint of einlid and unruly pas* 
MODS, vvfcidi grow stronger by indatgenee, or 
m absdnenee from eerery excess and laxury 
^rhich may iajixre a man^s wdbd, his health, 
w ins reputation. A poor man, indeed, 
earas his livelibood by his fadbour, if theretee 
he weakens his strength by drunkenness, hfe 
tbnMFs away bis own subsi^enoe, and de* 
fi^BDds the charity of Jus covntty. The life 
Dif floan iias its rise, its crisis, and its dedine; 
iC the £1^ «s intemperate, the second wallibe 
tibort and imperfect, and ^be third premature, 
long, and painful. And here I cannot but 
ju^y ^nd sincerely applaud such societies as 
this >before me; <^e aocpiirements jof tiie flower 

of 
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of youth, and of the complete strength of 
manhood, are wisely employed by it to j>ro- 
vide for the uncertain period of sickness, and 
thfe certain infirmititjs of old age^ I behold 
in its members a spirit of independence, 
justly entitled to praise, and highly deserving 
of encouragement ; a determination '^ to do 
*' their work in quietness and to eat their 
^^ own iH'ead, not to walk about disorderly^ 
^^ Working ndt at jdl, as te^y bodies;^' to 
whicfh tommendatidn I may »lso aiM, that I 
have been well assured that its meetings are, 
aiid I tfiist ever will be, conducted with a 
temperance, regularity, and harmony, which 
must Continue to ireflecft the greatest honom* 
alike on ^e patrons who protecst it, on the 
i&anagers who direct it, and on the members 
who compose it. 
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To the intent that when they came up, they might 
teach their children the same ; that they might 
put their trust in God, and not to forget the 
works of God, hut to keep his Commandments. 

4 

^THHE royal Author, in the psalm from 
whence the text is taken, recapitulates 
at considerable length, the several wonderful 
interpositions of Almighty Power, in fayour 
of his chosen people, the ungrateful returns 
they made, their infidelity and continual dis- 
trust of his good providence, and the signal 
punishment he inflicted on their manifold 
transgressions. He exhorts them to consider 

these 
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these things most attentirdy, to malie ihem^ 
selves well acquainted with his law, and to 
teach it sedulously to th^r children, that 
thpy might not resembk their forefathers in 
such ill conducti ^^ He made a coyenant 
^^ with Jacob, and gave Israel a law, which 
^^ he commanded our forefathers to teadh 
^' their children; that their posterity might 
^^ know it^ and the children which were yet 
^^ unborn ; to the intent that when they also 
(^ were grown up, they might shew their 
^^ children the same, that they might put 
^^ their trust in God, and not to forget the 
^^ works of God, but to keep his command-* 
^^ ments ;^' '' and not to be as their fore&» 
^^ thers, a faithless and stubborn generati^m, 
^^ a generation who set not their heart aright^ 
^^ and whose spirit cleaveth not sted&stly 
" unto God.'^ 

Amongst all the important duties oflife^' 
oertainly there is no one of highe]^ con-^ 

M sequence, 
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sequence, than the right education of chil- 
dren. Those to whom that serious chai^ is 
committed, should be well aware of what they 
hare undertaken, and of the p^icalar at- 
tention and steadiness requisite, that neither 
weak indulgence may encourage the seeds of 
rice and passion, nor over-strict severity de- 
stroy the rising virtues, depress a manly 
energy of mind, nor smother, under dread, 
the modesty of genius. The management 
of different tempers, will call forth all the 
skill and patience of the teachers, to raise the 
timid and to awe the bold ; this, therefore, 
must be their peculiar care, as they will an- 
swer it to Crod, and to their country. But in 
order to proceed systematically, and fully, 
upon this important subject, I shall divide 
my discourse into two parts. 

Under the first, I shall comprise the duty 
of parents and instructoris to children ; un- 
der the second, that of children, to their pa- 
rents. 
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t^nis^ and to all those who are placed in au^ 
thority orer them* 

The first grand point in the education of 
youth, is the inculcation of religious princi- 
ples; ^^to bring them up in the fear and 
*' nurture of the Lord,'' or, as the text ex- 
presses, ^' that they may put their trust in 
'' God, and not to forget the works of Grod, 
^' but to keep his commandments;'' to im- 
print upon their minds, the over-oruling pro- 
vidence, and constant presence, of an Al- 
mighty, all-wise, and just Being, who is ever 
witness to every part of their conduct, who 
will bring every counsel and every secret work 
into judgment, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil, and who will most certainly, finally 
reward and punish the actions of mankind. 
Further, let them be properly grounded in 
all the rudiments of the Christian religion, 
enforce their attendance on, and their at- 
tention to, the Christian church ; they will 

M S soon 
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soon acquire a love of that duty, as a religi* 
ous habit, and, if proper care be taken to 
confirm them well, and inform them tho- 
roughly, in the faith of Christ, they will ever 
continue steady members of his holy commu- 
nion ; ^ ¥^en they are old, they will not de- 
^^ part from it,'' their minds will neither be 
unsettled by the sophistry of the unbeliever, 
nor their morals corrupted by the example 
of the prophane. 

The second branch of instruction for young 
persons, should contain their duty to their 
neighbour, and to themselves* Every such 
one should be taught, that his own particular 
happiness is closely interwoven with that of 
society, or in other words, with that of Ihe 
persons about him* Bad subjects disturb the 
government under which they live, and in- 
troduce public confusion and turbulence, 
which must ultimately fell on their own 
heads: as bad subjects in the gross, destroy 

the 
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the public peace, go had men, individually, 
interrupt Ihe happiness, and ruin the coin- 
forts, of private life. Idleness, debauchery, 
and ui^ovemed passions, naturally lead to 
beggary, sickness, and domestic misery ; bow 
essentially necessary, therefore, it is, to im- 
bue the infant mind with the strongest im- 
pressions of honour and of justice, more espe- 
cially to remembw, on all occasions, that 
sacred rule of Christianity, ^^the doing to 
^^ others as they would wish to be done by 
^^ themselves;^ to practise truth and can- 
dour in all their words, honesty and inte- 
grity in all their actions. The duties they 
owe to themselves are, temperance, sobriety, 
the restraint of every angry revengeful pas- 
sion ; frugality, care, and industry, in their 
worldly affairs ; contentment of mind, a pa- 
tient acquiescence in thpt state of life in 
which it has pleased God to place them: let 
thrai consider, it is not how high a rank they 

M 3 fill, 
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fill, but the manner in which they fill it, that 
will render them acceptable in his sight* 
The benefits which arise from the proper 
education, send careful instruction of female 
infants, must be more especially erident to 
us, if we reflect how much the happiness of 
domestic life depends upon the good conduct 
of that sex, and what extensive misery arises 
from its indiscretion: as the dutiful daughter, 
the faithflil wife, the exemplary mother, are 
essential ingredients in the compound of hu- 
man felicity, so the reverse of these charac- 
ters do not confine the sufferings of guilt and 
evil to themselves } here the innocent suffer 
for the guilty, and children yet unborn are 
involved in the cloud of maternal infamy. To 
what, but to a neglect of religious education, 
can we impute the present deplorable pro- 
fligacy and ignorance of some of the lower 
orders of society; every public institution 
therefore of the kind, whether it be il Sun- 
day 
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day or a weekly school, reflects honour on it$ 
promoters, and is a national benefit. Young 
females should also think a little more for. 
themselres ; ae all of tjiem naturally wish to 
settle, and establish themselres in the world, 
of what an inestimable adyantage to them is 
a good character; in single life, it is their 
only dependance for bread, and an unble- 
mished reputation is most commonly the first 
inducement to domestic union, even with 
the poorest of mankind ; it should therefore 
be their pride, io look forward towards sup- 
porting, with honour and credit, the most re« 
spectable situations of virtuous wives and at- 
tentive mothers, and not to expose themselves 
to public disgrace, and become the authors of 
neglected and deserted children, whom they 
must consider as a curse, and not a blessing. 
Another grand duty of all instructors 
should be, to set a good example to those 
placed beneath their care, to put. a proper 

M 4 guard 
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guard upon all their words and actions : I do 
not mean by this, that they are to practise 
unbending austerity, or canting hypocrisy ; it 
is necessary for them not only to seon pru- 
dent, wise, lud good, but to be so in reality; 
it is a duty they owe, not only to those into 
whom good principles and good manners are 
to be instilled, but even to themselres. At- 
tentive observers of human nature can but 
remark, how strong and how quick the habit 
of imitation is in young minds: before the 
reason is sufficiently mature, it will not dis^ 
eriminate over nicely, between what is seem- 
ingly right, and what is actually wrong ; and 
we frequently see the child the cc^y of its 
parent, even in erroneous opinicms and &ulty 
practice ; surely, therefore, the regard we all 
profess to feel for the welfare of our children, 
should induce us to scrutinize our own con^ 
duct with impartiality, to correct, or at all 
events to conceal, our vices from them, and 

even 
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even to point out the danger of such habits, 
though at the same time we are conscious that 
we censure ourselves. Reproof, advice, ad- 
monition, come but with an ill grace, unless 
they are promoted by good example ; as the 
eloquent apostle says, addressing himself to 
those Jews who boasted they were fully in** 
structed by the law of Moses, -^^ Thou which 
>^ teachest another, teachest thou not thy- 
<^ self? Thou that preachest a man should 
^^ not steal, dost thou steal ? Thou that sayesC 
'^ a man should not commit adultery, dost 
^^ thou commit adultery }^^ Ev^i so it is in 
all cases^ words are soon spoken, aud profes- 
sions are easily made, but good deeds alone 
are the only genuine proofs of religious prin« 
ciples, and inward goodness of hearts ^^ Be^ 
^^ ware of false prophets, (says our Saviour) 
^^ which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
** inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye 

* Rom. lu tl. 

" shall 



178 8£RUON II. 

^^ shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
^^ gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles i 
*^ Eren so every good tree bringeth forth 
^^ good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
^^ e^ il fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth 
^^ evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
" forth good fruit. Wherefore by their 
'' fruits ye shall know them.''* Ye shall 
easily perceive who are the best instructors ; 
those who practise themselves, the good con- 
duct, and the virtues, which they recom- 
mend to others* 

Let us now, secondly, endeavour to set 
forth the duty of children to their parents, 
and to all those who ate placed in authority 
over them. The heathen nations of anti- 
quity, esteemed piety to parents as next in 
merit to the worship of the Gods, and marked 
with the strongest stigma of abhorrence, a 
cruel and unfeeling behaviour towards them. 

♦ Matthew Tii. 16. 

The 
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The law of Moses strongly inculcates this 
duty; instances of it are frequent in the Old 
Testament^ of which no one is more affecting 
than the conduct of Joseph. The writings 
of Solomon, the wisest of mankind, abound in 
such exhortations : ^^ My son, (says he) hear 
^^ the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
^^ not the law of thy mother.'* He gives ho- 
nour to his father, for the care of his edu- 
cation, and for instructing him in true wis- 
dom. Our blessed Sayiour affords a strong 
example of the most meritorious obedience 
and affection to his parents ; even he, the Son 
of God, soon after his coming into the world, 
*^ was subject unto them;'' and just before 
h|s leaving the world, he provided for his af- 
flicted and distressed mother, by placing her 
under the protection of his amiable and be- 
loved disciple. He said to his mother, 
" Woman," or (as the refinement of modem 
jianguage would render the word in the most 

respectful 
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respectful terms, for it is the same in which 
Angustus Ccesar addressed the Queen of 
Egypt), ^^ Madam, behold thy Son;^' he 
will be to thee, in that capacity, as a pro- 
tector and near relation: and immediately 
that disciple took her to his own house. He 
also severely rebukes the cruelty and hyp<^ 
erisy of the Jews, in finding excuses to evade 
the discharge of this duty. Christ says to the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ^^ Why do ye trans- 
^^ gress the commandment of God by your 
^* tradition ? for Crod commanded saying, Ho- 
'^ nour thy father and thy mother. He that 
^^ cnrseth father or mother, let him die the 
^' death. But ye say. Whosoever shall say to 
^^ his father or mother, it is a gift, by whatso* 
^^ ever thou mightei^ be pn^ted by me, and 
^^ honour not his father or his mother, he shall 
^' be free.''* The meaning of which pas- 
sage is as follows: The commandment of God 

* Matthew xr. 3» 

in 
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in the second table of Mosies, has enjoined 
you to honour your lather and mother ; which 
means, amongst other things, to relieve and 
assist them: but you presume to say, that if 
that sum, which should enable you to relieve 
the wants of your parents, be laid upon the 
altar, as an offering in the temple, you may 
justly plead that you cannot afibrd such as- 
sistance, and that you have put it out of your 
power, by a meritorious act of religion, to do 
any thing for them. My positive coinmand^ 
says the Alm%hty, is to honour your father 
and your mother ; I have said, ^^ I will have 
^^ mercy and not sacrifice ;^' the traditions 
of men have falsely taught you otherwise, 
they have furnished you with an excuse to 
neglect an indispensable oUigation, and to 
leare the authors of your being to beggary 
and contempt. The most essential duty, there- 
fore, of children is, undoubtedly, piety to 
their parents ; and this word must be taken 

in 
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in a most extensive sense, it most include 
loFC and reverence for their persons, a dnti-< 
ful submission to their commands, a close at^ 
t6ntion to, and a strict observance of, their 
injunctions and advice: ^^ Children, obey 
^^ your parents in all things, (says St. Paul) 
" for this is well pleasing unto the Lord,^* 
Moreover, let children shew, in a more ad- 
vanced age, a strong attachment to them, and 
a grateful sense, of the obligations they have 
received. Ingratitude is the basest of all im^* 
moralities ; and what are the benefits we re- 
ceive from others, compared to the anxieties 
of parental tenderness in our infancy, of 
right and religious education in our nonage, 
of provision for our riper years? Happy 
ought we to esteem ourselves, if we can add 
to the support and cqmfort of their old age ; 
we are clearly fulfilling that duty, next to 
the service of God. Again, as all our teach*^ . 

« Col. iii. 20 
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ers and governors arje set over us by our pa- 
rents, and receive their delegated authority, 
to them also must be shewn reverence, re« 
spect, and obedience ; we must lend a pa« 
tient and attaitive ear to their advice and 
instruction also ; we must feel a desire and 
emulation to excel in every laudable and 
useful accomplishment. As the wax must be 
softened, before it can be stamped with a beau- 
tiful and permanent impressicm, so the youth- 
ful mi^d mu^t be warmed by the nobler feel- 
ings of ingenuous pride, and a desire of ex- 
cellence, before it can receive with effect the 
lasting marks of liberal education. < Let 
young persons duly consider, that the figure 
they will hereafter make in the woirld, that 
their success in their several situations, must 
depend greatly upon themselves, upon the 
exertions of their early years; ttey must 
not fail to do their part, and endeavour to ac- 
quire the requisite knowledge, or skill, to 

labour 
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labour either with the head or band; the 
teacher in vain may liberally sow the seeds 
of learning) if they fall among the thorns of 
idleness, or on the barren rock of suUenness 
or inattention : to both parties, therefore, let 
an earnest application of talents be recom* 
mended, that they may discharge, as Christi* 
ans and as men, their public and private 
duties. Children ought likewise to feel a 
due and warm affection for other conneo* 
tions, and this, of course, must be propor* 
tioned to their proximity of relationship, and 
to the benefits and 3eryices they have ren- 
dered. Lastly, they must exercise an uni-^ 
Tcrsal beneyolence to all mankind* 

Having said thus much on the sul^ect, my 
address tb your feelings needs be but shorty 
As from a religious and right education, arise 
good members of society, affectionate fathers, 
dutiful children, kind masters, and faithful 
servants; conjugal fidelity, and female viiv 

tue; 
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tue; public spirit, and veneration for the laws; 
I hope s^nd trust you will be ever ready to 
promote, both by your assistance and inspec- 
tion, the scli^ols of these parishes ; the insti- 
tution is so laudable, that if properly con- 
ducted and supported, it cannot fail to pro- 
duce universal benefit, and highly tend more- 
over to your local and private interests : to the 
female part of my audience, more especially, 
let me recommend them ; there is no matron 
here present, who has not had occasion, in 
her domestic arrangements, to lament either 
the want of general knowledge, or the pro- 
fligacy of her fiemale servants. And here I 
cannot help remarking, that I have heard 
and read, with considerable regret, the argu- 
ments of some ingenious and speculative men, 
against affording any species of education to 
the lowest order o£ society; for what is man 
without it? The mind of a child is a blank, 

N capable 
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capable of receiving any impression that is 
put upon it; if it receives not good impres- 
sions, it is open to bad ; it differs only from 
that of the brute, in its superior capability to 
receive instruction. What is Revdation but 
education? How are mankind to imbibe re- 
ligious principles, the knowledge of the most 
simple laws of their country, but from edu- 
cation, from oral tradition, or Avritten in- 
formation ? If the higher orders of society 
rise to wealth, distinction, and deserved ap- 
plause, by the cultivation and exertion of su- 
perior talents, and laborious learning, shall 
we shut the book of knowledge against the 
poor? But whilst I argue for the diffusion of 
instruction, let me not be misunderstood ; I 
would not have it extended too far ; what is 
excellent in the lesser degree, is faulty if car- 
ried to the extreme ; that education should 
go no further than to the inculcation of reli- 
gious 
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gious principles and duties, of social and re- 
lative obligations ; not that which will Ijft 
them into the heights of dangerous ambition, 
or bewilder them in the labyrinths of casu- 
istry and speculation, but what will fit them 
more advantageously, for commercial or ar 
gricultural situations, to which they may, 
without harm, aspire, and which ought to 
be open to their industry and application. 
In a word, the acquirement of reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic is sufficient. 

To conclude, let them all be taught to re- 
member their Creator in the days of their 
youth ; to love, honour, and serve God ; to ve- 
nerate and obey their parents ; to pay a due 
submission, respect, and attention, to all their 
teachers, and those who are set in authority 
over them ; to be true and ingenuous in all 
their words and actions; to love one another; 
to endeavour to excel in every thing praJse- 

N 2 worthy ; 
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worthy ; to be industrious and contented in 
their several stations. Thus shall they secure 
to th^mselyes, success and peace of mind in 
this world, and everlasting happiness in that 
which is to come. 
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SERMON III. 

[Preached at Cirencester, Feb. 26, 1807, being the day 

appointed for a General Fast.] 



2 CHRONICLES XX. 0. 

If when evil cometh.upon us^ as the sword, judg- 
fUent, or pestilence j or famine, we stand be - 
fore this house, and in thy presence, (for thy 
name is in this Twuse,) and cry tmto thee in 
our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help. 

nn£[£ Romish Cbureh of former times has 
justly incurred the censure of the his- 
torian, for its perpetual int^fereuce in * the 
political concerns of empires. Ambition led 
its members to use the ssfcred ipfluence of re-, 
ligipn to establish, an unjustii^able hierarchy; 
their nusguicled zeal prompted them to ,be- 
stow kingdoms they neye^ • saw, and, pnder 

n3 the 
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the specious pretext of advancing Christi- 
anity, to encourage cruelty and persecution ; 
witness the mad Crusades of Asia, the fanati- 
cal subjugation of America, and the political 
distractions of Europe, in which they took so 
active and so unbecoming a part. By such 
conduct, they seem totally to have lost sight 
of the example of their heavenly Master, 
and to have egregiously mistaken the tenets 
of his gospel : ^^ My kingdom, (says our Sa- 
^' viour,) is not of this world. If my king- 
'' dom were of this world, then would my 
" servants fight, that I should not be deliver- 
'^ ed to the Jews.'' When the oveNheated 
zeal of Peter ui^ed him to draw the sword in 
his Master's defence, he was commanded to 
desist, and reasons the most convincing point- 
ed out to him, to restrain his unnecessary 
impetuosity: '' Thinkest thbu I cannot now 
pray to my father, and he shall presently 
'^ g^iVe me mote than twelve legions of An- 

"gels? 
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'' gels? But how then shall the Scripture be 
^' fulfilled^ that thus it must be?'' He sub- 
mitted, without a murmur, to injustice and 
arbitrary power ; " he was led like a lamb 
'^ to the slaughter, and like a sheep dumb 
^' before the shearers, so he opened not his 
" mouth." He leaves to his disciples the 
like injunctions of submission to persecu- 
tion, and even to death itself: ^' Resist not 
^' evil, but whosoever shall smite thee on the 
" right cheek, turn to him the other also." 
" And if any man will sue thee at the law, 
'^ and take away thy coat, let him have thy 
'' cloak also." " And whosoever sliall compel 
'^ thee to go a mile, go with him twain." 
When he was asked, whether it was lawful^ 
to give tribute, he clearly separates his king- 
dom from that of the world : '^ Render unto 
" Caesar the things which are Cassar's, and 
" unto God, the things which are God's." 
In tlie same manner he paid the customary 

N 4 tribute 
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^^ and to cleanse us from all iniquity.^' I 
s]iall, therefore, in this discourse, remark, 
first, on the nature of private and public 
fasts, on the proper manner of their observ- 
ance ; and, secondly, bring forward a few of 
t})ose examples to which I have alluded. As 
to the first, ^^ The ancient Christians were 
^^ very exact in their weekly and annual 
^^ fasts. Their weekly fasts were constantly 
^^ kept on Wednesdays and Fridays, because 
^^ on the one our Lord was betrayed, and on 
^^ the other crucified. Their annual fast 
*' was that of Lent, by way of preparation 
'^ for the feast of our Saviour'^s Resurrection.^ 
These periodical fasts are too much neglected 
in the present day, because, if th^y were pb- 
served according to our Saviour'^ direction, 
they could not fail to be highly beneficial to 
2^11 ChrijJitiaus : ^^ When ye fast (says he), be 
" not as the hypocrites, of a sad counte- 

* Nelson. 
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^^ nance, far they disfigure their figures, thlit 
" they may appear unto men to fast. Verily 
'^ I siay imto you, they have their reward. 
^' But thou, when thdu fastest, anoint thine 
'^ head, and wash thy face, that thou appear 
'' not unto men to fast, but unto thy Fkther 
'^ which is in secret ; and thy father which 
" seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.'' 
How strongly does this oppose itself to a pre- 
valent error of the present day, that religion 
and chearfulness are incompatible, that de- 
jection and melancholy are the only proper 
expressions of true devotion. The man who 
carries into every action of life, the vital prin- 
ciple of religion, who studies, as far as hu- 
man frailty will allow him,^ to observe the 
laws of God, to attend to the injunctions of 
his conscience, to repent his sins, and to act 
with justice and benevolence to mankind, 
is the only man who has a right to be happy 
even in this world, to convince his fellow 

Christians, 
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Christians, tha|; the ways of righteousness are 
the ways of pleasantness, and that all her 
paths are peace. A private fast, when it is 
undertaken for religious ends and purposes, 
is intended to restrain our sensual appetites, 
and to bring the body under subjection to 
temperance and reason ; to give the mind li- 
berty and ability to consider and reflect, 
whilst it is actually engaged in divine ser- 
vice, or preparing for some solemn part of it. 
Half the errors and vices of mankind arise 
from want of reflection. A fast is moreover 
intended to humble ourselves before God, 
under a sense of our sins, and of the misery 
to which they expose us; to deprecate his 
anger, and supplicate his mercy and favour ; 
to express displeasure at ourselves, for the 
abuse of those good things God allows u^ to 
enjoy, and of which we have made ourselves 
unworthy by sinful excesses; above all, to 
render it acceptable to God, it should be ac- 
companied 
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companied with fen^ent prayier, and a fchari- 

tablc relief of the poor, M^iose • misefifes we 

-may better ^ess at, when we are bearing 
■'- . ^ ' • • . < 

some of the inconvenicncies of hungier.*' 

Secondly. When we revert to instaniees of 
public fasts, upon solemn and particular oc- 
casions, we find many examples: and first, 
that of Moses, who, before he delivered the 
law of the two tables to the Jews, fasted forty 
days and forty nights. Next, that of 
Elias, the great restorer of the law, who 
fasted for the same space of time. And 
thirdly, that of our Saviour, who, preparatory 
to the promulgation of his divine commis- 
sion (the new law or covenant), abode in the 
wilderness of Judea forty days and forty 
nights, and did neither eat bread nor drink 

» 

Avater. Instances of fasts on other occa- 
sions, to deprecate the wrath of God for na- 
tional sins, and to implore protection from 

* Nelson, v - 
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our enemies, are numerous in the Old Tes* 
tament* The first example we have among 
the JewS) is that of Jehosophat, who being 
told that a Tast multitude was coming against 
him, greatlj too powerful, as he conceived, 
•for him to oppose successfully, sat himself to 
ask help of the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judea. When the people 
were assembled, he addressed this most beau- 
tiful oration to the Lord of Hosts : " O Lord 
^^ God of our fothers^ art not thou God in 
^^ Heaven, and rulest thou not over all the 
^^ kingdoms of the Heathen ? And in thine 
^^ hand is there not power and might, so that 
^^ ncme is able to withstand thee ? Art not 
^^ thou our God, who didst drive out the in- 
^> habitants of this land before thy people 
'^ Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abra- 
" ham (thy friend), for ever? And they 
^^ dwelt therein, apd have built thee a sanctu* 
'^ ary therein, for thy name^ saying, If when 

evil 
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^^ et il cofiieth upon us^ as the swbttl, judge- 
^ ilient, dr pestilence, or fUmine, \Ve stand 
^^ before this httuse, and in thy presehce^ (fot 
^^ thy name is in this house) and cty unto 
^ thee in our affliction ; then thbti wilt hear. 
^^ and help* We hate no might agiun&t this 

ft 

^^ great company that cbmeth against us, 
•^ neither know we whit to doj but our eyes 
•' are upon thee.'' The Almighty was 
pleased with this fast^ this address, and this 
dependance, and answered, ^^ Be not afraid, 
•^ nor dismayed, by rettson of this great mul- 
•^ titude, for the battle is not yoUrs, but 
" God's/' ^^And the Lord set ambush- 
^^ ments against the enemy, and they cut 
♦^ one another in pieces.'' The next ac* 
count we have of this kind of public fast, 
is in the ninth chapter of Nehemiah, where 
he gratefully recapitulate!^ the sereral bless-^ 
ings which Crod had showered doWn on the 
Israelites, and iinploresE his protection and as- 
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sistance against the number of theif foes. 
The fast of the Ninevites, to avert a dreadful 
and impending calamity, the manner in 
which it was kept, the good effect that gene- 
ral or individual repentance produces, is 
well known ; for God, as the prophet Isaiah 
observes^ saw their warks^ that they turned 
from their evil way, and he did not the evil 
which he intended against them. The last 
instance which I shall mention from the 
Scripture, is taken from the fifty-dghth chap-» 
ter of Isaiah, and I shall enlarge upon this 
the more fully, as it points out exacdy what 
a fast should be. The Almighty is repre- 
sented, as expostulating with the Jews for 
their hypocrisy and unreligious formalities ; 
forms, containing the surface or resemblance 
of piety, but totally destitute of the essential 
part, and vital principle of religion. ^^ Cry 
^' aloud (says he to his prophet), spare not^ 
^^ lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew 

" my 
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^^ my people their transgressions, and the 
^' house of Jacob their sins : yet they pretend 
^^ to seek me daily, and to delight to know 
*^ my ways, as a nation that did righteous- 
^^ ness, and hath not forsaken the ordinance 
^* of their God. They continually enquire 
'' of mc, concerning the ordinances of righte- 
^^ ousness ; they take delight to draw nigh 
" unto God. Wherefore have we fasted, 
'^ and thou seest not? Have we afflicted 
'' our souls, and thou dost not regard? Be- 
" hold (rejoins the Almighty), in the day of 
" your fasting ye enjoy your pleasure, and 
'^ all your demands of labour ye rigorously 
" exact. Behold ye fast for strife and con- 
••* tention, and to smite with the fist the 
'^ poor. Wherefore fast ye unto me in this 
" manner, to make your voice to be heard on 
" high? Is such then the fast which I choose, 
^^ that a man should afflict his soul for a day ? 
^^ Is it that he should bow down his head like 

o 2 "a bulrush, 
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^^ a bulrush, and spread sackelotb and ashes 
^^ for his bed ? Shall this be called a fast, 
^^ and a day acceptable to Jehovah ? Is not 
" this the fast I choose — ^to dissolve the bauds 
^^ of wickedness, to unloose the oppressive 
*' burdens, to deliver those that are crushed 
'^ by violence, and that ye should break 
'^ asunder every yoke ? Is it not to distri- 
^^ butie bread tD the hungry, and to bring the 
^^ wandering poor into thine house ; when 
^^ thou seest the naked, that thou clothe him, 
^^ and that thou hide not thyself from thine 
'' own flesh?'' Inspired and energetic lan- 
guage, to which all modern composition h 
but as sounding brass, and a tinkling cymbal ! 
From this expostulation it is evident, that a 
true fast consists in deeds of virtue, and io 
acts of mercy, to dissolve the bands pf wick- 
edness, to clothe the naked, and distribute 
bread to the hungry; without this, it is in 
vain to put on the exterior of n^li^ion, or to 

assume 
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assume the mask of momentary dejection. 
To render ourselves truly acceptable to God, 
upon this, as upon all other occasions, we 
nltist be careful to maintain good works. 
^' Yea' a man may say (exclaims St. James), 
^^ thou hast faith, atid I have works ; shew 
^^ me thy faith without thy works, and I will 
^^ shew thee my faith by my works.'' The 
semblance of religion is of little worth, with- 
out the substance ; or, in the all-wise lan- 
guage of the Son of God, which ought to be 
uppermost in every Christian mind, " Not 
*^ every one that sayeth unto me. Lord, Lord, 
^^ shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, 
^' but he that doeth the will of my Father, 
*^ who is in Heaven. 

But whilst we are imploring the protection 

of God, to shield us from our enemies, and 
hi$ divine assistance to lead us forth to vic- 
tory, let us not forget at the same time to re* 
turn him our unfeigned thanks for having 

o 3 placed 
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placed us in such a situation, as to render as 
strangers to the horrors of war. Whilst other 
nations are overwhelmed and swallowed up 
in the torrent of unbridled conquest ; whilst 

■ 

the inhabitants of other countries are trodden 
under the foot of the licentious soldier, ac- 
customed to pillage and to bloodshed, in- 
sulted, stripped of honour and subsistence, or 
fugitives from their native land; we feel, 

■ 

through the infinite mercy of God, no other 
than pecuniary inconvenience. To the va- 
lour, fortitude, the national energy, of this 
land of freedom, history bears the most ho- 
nourable testimony ; nor do we at present 
entertain a doubt, that all its ancient glory 
(under Providence) will still be preserved. 
Bnt what can the most desperate courage 
avail against numbers so superior ? Had not 
the Almighty placed between us and our ene- 
my, those almost insurmountable barriers, 
the ocean, and our Tictorious fleets, who shall 

say 
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say we might not, at this very moment, swell 
the enormons list of foreign conquests? To 
the gracious protection of that Omnipotent 
Being, we must recommend the continued 
safety of our national bulwark, ^nd study, by 
every exercise of public as well as individual 
goodness, to deserve his favour. Further, let 
us pray for those who are now suffering un- 
der his afflicting hand, in other countries; 
that they may, ere long, enjoy the comforts 
of their native land, in the return of victory 
and peace. The present conqueror of Eu- 
rope has (doubtless for reasons inscrutable 
to us) enjoyed an unexampled flood of pros- 
perity; he has been allowed to swallow up 
and annihilate the kingdoms around him. 
Whatever we may think of him, we must 
not presume to call down fire from Heaven to 
stop his course, or dictate to the Divine Di- 
rector of aU Events, in his government of the 
woild; let us remember, there is a future 

o 4 tribunal. 
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trilbonal) and a Juclge, befpre wh^m iba 
mightier Potentate 99 enrtb may 9(ell tr^n-i 
^le. This Compt yil} bare Iiis period; th« 
yame hand which has rai^ him t9 ^is piiH 
nacle of gr^^ness^ cai) da^h him in a mpxneiit 
from the suiQiQit of hi$ S^^$ deprifo him of 
hU poiFer^ his Uiigdamf a^d Im^ life. Haw 
frail isi the dep^nda^oi? pf that mpoarch^ whq 
exists hy p<)pular ppjmiwn, whosp thi^e is 
suppprted by dread^ and i^ot by jiiatiQe ; he ia 
in p^etual. dapg^r? frpm the cabals of the 
pow eiffu^, the omrmiura of ungratified j^mfai^ 
tion, the dagger Qf the enthusiast^ the traitor^ 
and the assassin. The feyer of ambitioi]| may- 
be plen^^Pg ^v awhile, but it preya upoBi 
itself) it coiTodes and burn^ up its possessor f 
the co^ch of peace and virtue i^ . but itt ex^ 
cluM^ed f^v the t^one «( ii9urp»tion, and ty* 
vm^ip BQ^ww;, ^pp^ ftl9ne i&tbat Prince^ 
vhQ rei£o$ an Qxaipj^i Qf pietj and wisdom, 
by the n^ishes^ pQt,b^ tbe fewrsof bissubjacts. 

To 
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To conclude. Let us evince, both na- 
tionally and individually, not merely for this 
particular day, but at all times, and on all 
occasions, a siense of religion and a love of 
pur country r towards God, let us feel the ut- 
most devotion and humility ; towards men, 
universal charity, benevolence, and forgive- 
ness of injuries; at the same time, when ne- 
cessary, the most fearless intrepidity. If 
God be f^r us, it matters not who can be 
against us. Our blessed Redeemer himself 
has exhorted us ^^ not to fear them who kill 
^^ the body^ but to fear him only who can 
^' destroy bodi bodv and soul in hell.'' 



SERMON IV. 

[Intended for an Assize Sermon^ preached 1791.] 



JOHN I. 17. 

For the law was given by Mosesy but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ. 

TTT will, I think, appear evident to everj 
reflecting mind, that man, at his first crea- 
tion, could not have occasion for many laws, 
for laws imply the relative rights of man in 
society ; but as where there is no law, there 
is no sin, (for sin, according to Scripture, is 
the transgression of the law) and where, as a 
free agent, man must have a power to do 
wrong, or no merit in doing right, it became 
indispensably necessary he should have some 

law ; 
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law ; that law therefore was simply obedience 
to his Maker. '' Of the tree in the midst of 
" the garden, thou shalt not eat/' The 
thing commanded was not material, the com- 
mand itself was solemn, serious, and imports 
ant ; the Lawgiver was a monarch not only 
of absolute power, but of unerring wisdom ; 
his command was easy, and it ought to. have 
been obeyed ; but our progenitor transgressed 
the law, and we now proceed to consider man 
as neither individual nor innocent. 

When the earth, however, first began 
to be peopled by his descendants, so few 
were still its possessors, that property was na- 
turally of small value. '^ In the sweat of thy 
*' brow shalt thou eat bread." The utmost 
industry and exertion of each were requisite 
to supply himself with food ; we may there- 
fore suppose that every man took what space 
of ground he wanted, undisturbed by the en- 
croachments of another. Property thus low 

of 
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of value, all men seemed equal ; no struggles 
for superior extent of territory could be ne* 
ceseary for tfeose, who, if they sighed for 
greater possessions, had only to- put forth 
their hands and take them. 

But were man thus originally egnalj they 
could not long continue so* Some undbubt- 
edly were virtuous, industrious, frugal', and 
temperate; others \wcked, lazy, wasteful j 
and intemperate. When these latter there- 
fore had n^liected or squandered away the 
means of their subsistence; when ttte in- 
crease of numbers, and extended population, 
bad raised the value of property, by increas- 
ing the demand for it ; when, lastly, their 
pwn> habits of indolence or debauchery had 
rendered them averse to, or unfit for, bodily 
^oil, they became naturally not only poor 
and dependant^ (for they liad nothing to bar- 
ter for food but labour) but^ proflise' of their 
dfwn^ greedy of the possessions of others: 

like 
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lijbe beasts of pr^y^ they sought subsistence 
by rapine. 

Nor did oae dictate of revealed religion 
attempt to (x>iinteract the first law of nature, 
sel&preservation, or to prevent the txieak and 
the Jfssi from forming themselves into so* 
cieties, and framing regulations, to protect 
themselves from the injuries of the strmg 
and the unjust. Regulations, framed with 
coolness, deliberation, and caution at the first, 
established by consent of the majority of 
wise and good men, aad by long experience 
of their utility, are called laws : nor are these 
necessary to the good alone, but also to the 
bad. 

Without an adherence to some laws, not 
even thieves can preserve society : bands of 
robbers have found it necessary to be invin- 
cibly true one to another, and just in the 
distribution of their plunder; if not, the 
band is broken, and their attack@, by being 

single 
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single and unsupported, are rendered but tlie 
more dangerous to themselTes ; not to men-* 
tion the angry passions and treacheries that 
ever arise from disappointed ** confidence, 
which must dissolve societies, whether good 
or bad. These, therefore, pretend to «ub- 
mit to laws of honour even in deeds of pis>« 
HONOUR, and find the necessity of justice in 
the very commission of injustice. 

Mankind are no longer to be considered 
in an individual state ; all find the necessity 
of uniting to supply their mutual wants, and 
to have their mutual weaknesses protected. 
For protection, they are bound to repay obe- 
dience ; and those writers who would bring 
them back to a state of nature, are certainly 
deceived themselves, or have some selfish end 
in deceiving others, and should be treated, 
not as the friends, but as the enemies of li- 
berty. Unqualified liberty is contrary ta 
reason and justice, for the enjoyment of our 

own 
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ilwn rights is qualified with this proviso, that 
we do not infringe the rights of others. Ac- 
cording to the design of the Creator of the 
Universe, property is acquired by skill or la- 
bour, and lost by weakness or indolence ; 
and, according to human reason, and natural 
justice, property fairly acquired, must be 
quietly possessed, may be disposed of accord- 
ing to the will of the possessor, and when 
acquired by the father, must not be wrested 
from the son. '^ Every individual fe6ls 
^' that he has an exclusive right to possess 
or to alienate whatever he has acquired by 
his own labour and dexterity,"* for none 
would endeavour to gain property, if they 
could not both possess it absolutely, and dis- 
pose of it at pleasure. The peasant is con- 
cerned in the confirmation of this truth, in like 
manner as the prince, for in a new and arbi« 
trary distribution of property, he might, by a 
parity of ai^ument, be obliged to share the 

* Robertson. 
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litt^ he has with the ind^dent and lawlenr 
lifho have nothing* None of the gainers in 
this case would deserve what they got^ i^nd 
all the losers Would be abfolutely robbed $ 
for what ean robbery be defined, but the acl^ 
of taking away, by force, contrary to the Will 
of another, and without giving an equivalent, 
his property.^ From this concise and pri« 
mary view of the natural necessity of laws, 
let us consider the excellency of those which 
the Almighty gave to the Jews by his servant 
Moses, and of those which his infinite good* 
ness was pleased further to bestow upon man- 
kind by his Son Jesus Christ* 

* Men are not eren born equal ; they are nneqoal in bo- 
dily strength ; and if they were to depend upon the mere 
cultiyation of the earth for subsistence, the stronger would 
soon become poosesaed of greater property tiian the weaker. 

Every man is anxious to be protected in the rights ap« 
propriate to his station; and not onl^ bodily possessions, 
but those of learning and rank, upon wbidh tli^ possessor 
sets his own Talue, should not be torn from him, for in this 
case we contradict flatly the law of Christ : ^^ Do untd M 
^' lien as ya would they should do uato you/' We say, 
we will enjoy our rigbts, but j^oi^ shall not ea}oj yours. 
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The detail of truth so uniformly observed 
m that authentic book, the Bible, rendered 
it necessary to represent the Jews as they 
really were, rebellious and ungrateful; though 
they were the people of God, the nation 
wherein idolatry was the least practised, they 
were fallen men ; and if we find these bad 
qualities still existing among Christians of 
the pteseiit day, we ought the less to wonder 
at perceiving them amo]% those, who had 
not yet the benefit of that grace and truth 
which came by Jesus Christ. Strange as it 
may appear, scarce delivefed as the Jews 
were from the most cruel slavery, with all 
the wonders of Almighty God fresh in their 
minds, they piaiid their adoration to a sense* 
less image, the work of their own hands: in 
aggravation of such absurd impiety, it was 
the very idol of their unjust tyrants, the 
golden calf being nothing less than the re- 
presentation of the Egyptian God (Apis, Se- 

F rapis. 
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rapis, or Osiris), whom they worshipped un- 
der the figure of a young ox. To govern 
such a people as this, nothing less than laws 
dictated by eternal wisdom, and their obe- 
dience inforced by threats of national as well 
as personal destruction, could suffice. In re- 
marking upon these Commandments, we shall 
clearly find their use extended to the present 
age, and we might perhaps prove them also 
the grand basis of all national laws, however 
distorted by the pride, the passions, or the 
idolatry of mankind.* 

The 

* We are justified in this supposition by the following re- 
marks : 

Ist. Plato, in his Book de Legibus, says, that it is an ex. 
cellent lesson to be tcfj cautious and tender, in so much as 
mentioning the very name of God. 

3dly. According to Philo, the sercnth day was truly 
called Eortee pandeemos, the universal or popular festiyal. 
The Athenians obscryed it with great strictness, and suffered 
no serrile work to be done upon it. t 

3dly. By Solon^s laws, no one was to dare to strike a 
parent, or not to provide for him in kis old age, except the 

child 
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The people of Israel being properly pre- 
pared for some stupendous event, the Al- 
mighty sent them, by the hand of his servant 
Moses, his divine conmiands, declaring first 
of all, that he was their God ; that he had 
just delivered them from the most severe op- 
pression, to lead them into a land of peace 
and rest ; that he was the one all-wise, all- 
powerful, and eternal being; that they 
should therefore serve him, and him only ; 
that they should erect no idols or represen- 
tation of any sensible object, as the invisible 
God was a being jealous of his honour, who 
would visit their iniquities upon their latest 
posterity, but who would reward their obe- 
dience and faithfulness with mercy the most 
extensive that human nature could conceive. 

child was illegitimate, or not brought ap to some business or 
profession. 

4thlj. Murder was .made capital; adultery, theft, and 
false witness, were punished by the Athenians^ according to 
the sereral laws of Draco and Solon. 

p 2 Having 
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Haidng now declared the nature of that Being 
whom they were to wor^p, aifd the strict 
manner in which that worship should be di- 
rected, he proceeds to impress them still fiir« 
ther with the awful idea of his almighty ma* 
jesty, by charging them to make no light or 
trifling, no unnecessary or prophane mention 
of his hdy name, but to use it in supplication 
and in prayer, for that he would fay no 
means hold him guiltless; on the contrary, 
should think him deeply guilty, who took 
his name in vain* *" 

The next Ckimmandment, by the word 
remeniber^ seems the repetition of some for- 
mer Connnandment, probably delivered to 
Adam at the creation of the world, as we 
may judge Arom these words. Genesis ii. 3: 
^^ And God blessed the seventh day, and 
^^ sanctified it, because in it he had rested firom 
" all his work." This is repeated in the de- 
livery of this Commannment; ^^ For in six 

^^ days 
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^^ days the Lord made Heaven and eartb, 
^^ the sea, and adl that therein is ; wherefore 
^' the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hal* 
^^ lowed it.'' A seventh part of man's timft 
was but small to be employed in the public 
service of the Deity, a small return for hit 
creation and preservation, a small and not a 
tedious test of his openly professing himself 
the servaiit of God, and setting a good ex* 
ample to mankind. The breach of the Sab- 
bath, undeir the Mosaic institution, was pu^^ 
nished with death : such was the strictness of 
that law, that no fires were to be kindled in 
the Jewish habitations on the Sabbath-day. 
At this present time its neglect or contempt 
brings its punishment along with it ; it hurts 
the morals both of the rich and poor, and 
calls off their attention from reflection and 
serious duties ; thus it is subversive df the 
good of society, in weakening those laws, by 
which the weak or the just are protected 

p 3 from 
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from the injuries of the strong or the unjust. 
But a due observation of the Sabbath was not 
enjoined by the Ahnighty for his own glory 
and advantage ; it brought temporal as well 
as spiritual benefits along with it; huma^ 
nity required it: >^ That thine ox and thine 
^' ass may have rest, and that the son of thine 
^^ handmaid (thy slave or bondsman) may 
^^ be refreshed. Remember (says the Di- 
^^ vine Legislator) that thou wast a servant 
^^ in the land of Egypt;" remerafeer the bit- 
terness of slavery, and feel for others by ex- 
perience. Without this command, without 
the interference of the laws, both of God 
and man, towards the enforcement of this 
excellent institution, many, no doubt, might 
every where be found, whose pleasures or 
whose interests would leave them little feeling 
for the patient animal or the faithful servant. 
The Divine Lawgiver having thus enjoined 
mankind the proportion and manner of ho- 
mage 
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mage due to himself, proceeds to furnish 
them with such injunctions, as should tend 
most effectually to their quiet and happiness, 
whether as placed in an individual or social 
state ; and the first and most reasonable duty 
js that we owe our parents. To be sure, 
they are but the instruments in the hand of 
Providence to give us being ; but at our first 
existence how helpless and incapable we are, 
and how much more room has the human 
species than the brute, to load its offspring 
with a weight of obligation ; how much more 
arduous the task to save the mind from ill 
impressions, which will produce everlasting 
pain, than to screen the body from the tem- 
porary inconveniencies of hunger and of cold* 
The protection, tenderness, and care, afford- 
ed to our helpless infancy, may call forth 
gratitude and love; but the benefits of a 
right and religious education, miist command 
esteem and veneration : and the only way to 

p 4 discharge 
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disehM^e so great an obligation, is to extend 
that virtuous instruction and good example 
to the rising generation. The Israelites were 
promised the Icmg enjoyment of temporal 
possessions, if, next to the great Diyine Pa- 
rent, they honoured and protected the hu- 
man. 

Upon the sixth Commandment dependsi 
not only the peace, but the very existence of 
society: '^Thou shalt do no murder.'* 
^^ Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall 
*' his blood be shed.'' This precept is so 
obvious, and so reasonable, that nothing more 
need be said upon it, but that a proper at- 
tention to the grace and truth which came 
by Jesus Christ, and to that mild benevolencfe 
of spirit inculcated in his Gospel, will teach 
men so effectually to restrain their impetuous 
and cruel passions, that it will close up every 
avenue in the human heart, which can give 
birth to so foul a crime. Well is it worth 

the 
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the while of kings, and of statesmen, to con* 
sider the fatal consequences of unnecessary 
ambition, to hearken to the dictates 6f jus- 
tice, rather than the dreams of policy, and 
to reflect, that victory is ever preceded by 
destruction. Let the hero, pressing forward 
in the career of conquest, look behind him, 
and see how desolation follows his footsteps 
in blood. 

The next Commandment comprehends, 
tlltough in one word, the great duty of chas- 
tity (for in this extensire sense must adultery 
be understood), set forth more fully and ex- 
plicitly in the law of Christ. Of its opposite 
Tice, it shall suffice to observe at present, that 
it ought to be restrained both by the laws of 
God and man, upon principles, not only of 
religion, but of sound policy; for where- 
ever the children are of uncertain parents, 
the care both of provision and education is 
greatly diminished; but upon this provision 

and 
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and education undoubtedly depend both the 
number and prosperity of mankind. 

The eighth Commandment has a near 
connection with the sixth, for as in the one 
we are forbidden to take away the life of 
man, so in the other we are prohibited from 
violently or clandestinely abstracting his 
means of life. So well convinced are all ci- 
vilized states of the necessity of securing all 
just acquirements and undoub1:ed property, 
tliat they have punished the violation with 
death. There are still, however, m^y in-^ 
stances which call for the restraint of reli- 
gious principles, and the doctrine of the law 
of Christ, without which, ingenious fraud, 
artful or undetected dishonesty, would shake 
society to its foundation. It is not only the 
duty, it is the interest, therefore, of every 
state, to protect and cherish that religion, 
which enforces in their greatest purity, the 
laws of God: human laws can only restrain 

crimes 
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crimes, by punishing the offender after they 
are committed ; they destroy the sin, by de- 
stroying the sinner; divine laws, reverenced 
by the state, and promoted by example, can 
alone prevent their commission. Religious 
principles, imbibed in early youth, will keep 
men from the entrance into vice ; penal laws 
can but check its progress by the fear of pu- 
nishment, or punish sin by death; and as 
there is more joy over one sinner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine just per- 
sons that need no repentance,9S0 it is harder, 
perhaps, to turn one sinner from the habit of 
iniquity, than to keep ninety and nine just 
persons in the habits of virtue. 

The ninth Commandment has also a near 
connection with the foregoing; for as we are 
not, on any account, to take away the pro- 
perty of another, so neither are we to prevent 
the aicquirement, or disturb the possession, of 
that property, by lessening our neighbour in 

the 
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the eye of the world, or injuring his reputa* 
tion by slander and defamation. Though 
peijury be the plague that slayeth in the 
noon day, false calumny is the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness, and, by destroying 
the mutual good opinion and confidence of 
mankind, unties and disunites the bond of 
society. 

The last G>mmandment teaches the bless- 
ings of content, enjoins men to sit down sa^ 
tisfied with their own possessions, neither to 
covet the superior riches, nor enry the greater 
good fortune, of others; for this envy and co- 
vetousness must lead to theft, to murder, and 
to the commission of every crime. ^^ Bather 
^^ let any one labour (saith St. Paul), that 
^^ instead of being in a situation to be worw 
^^ than another, he may hare to give to him 
^ that needeth.'* 

Such were these Tables, the basis of 
the Jewish law, replete with sound wis- 
dom 
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dom and social utility, consonant to right 
reason, congenial to the nature of man^ wor« 
thy of the God that gave them, and benefidal 
they will remain, till such a being as man 
shall cease to exist. 

^^ Though blest with these high priyikges, 
^ the Jews revolted from their deliverer, to 
^\ the worship of idols that could not save ; 
^^ they grew dissatisfied and rebellious under 
*• the ceremonial part of their religion, 
^^ which God had instituted, in order to keep 
^' them dear of the idolatries that ruined the 
^ nations around them. Besides this, they 
^^ shamefully broke their moral law, regards 
^^ less of its sacred and social obligations/' 
The Mosaical institution was not sufficient for 
them; its laws were rather negative than 
positive : this people had arrived at such a 
pitch, that their religion had lost all the ore 
of virtue, and nothing scarcely remained but 
the dross of ceremony ; they were exact and 

anxious 
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anxious to pay the tithes of mint, anise, and 
cummin, but they neglected justice and judg- 
ment, the weightier matters of the law ; they 
made long prayers indeed, but they added 
oppression to the oppressed, they devoured 
widows houses ; they made the word of God 
of none effect through their own traditions^ 
finally, though they had received the law by 
the disposition of angels, they had not kept it. 
The Pagan world was also sunk in all the 
absurdities of the grossest superstition and 
the basest idolatry ; the Mosaic law was but 
the shadow of good things to come ; a new 
dispensation was wanted, a new revelation 
and a new covenant were made; this was 
that grace and truth* which came by Jesus 

Christ. 

* As the Mosaic law was full of burdensome ceremonies, 
it was a yoke upon the Jews ; it was harsh and full of ri* 
gour, however necessary. But as the Gospel abolished 
those ceremonies, taught the worship of God inspirit and truth, 
and brought a gratuitous ofifer of salvation to all, it is justly 
stiled ^race; or a matter of especial FAY OUR from tht 

Almighty ;^ 
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Christ. God became £mmanuel) and dwelt 
with us. Men were taught of God, his laws 
were put in their hearts, and in their minds 
were they written. Superstition gave way to 
faith, and ceremony to religious sincerity; sa^ 
crifice was performed by mercy. Rational 
and polite learning shone together with the 
light of the Gospel, and Christianity, led on 
by humble purity on the one hand, and hu- 
manity on the other, made her progress 
through the world. Mankind wondered at 
their former ignorance, and were shocked at 
their former absurd credulity ; their manners 
were less ferocious, they performed their du- 
ty to God, but they did not forget that one 
part of it was justice and benevolence to man- 
kind; and civil freedom has been ever the 
inseparable companion of pure religion. To 

Almighty; and as the Mosaic dispensation was but the 
shadow of good things to come, so the Gospel is truth ^ that 
is, the consummation or completion, ultimate improvement, 
and perfection of the law. 

expatiate 
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expatiate upon many of those excellent andl 
sacred laws, or moral injunctions, contained 
in the Gospel, would lead us into too wide a 
field of disquisition; it shall suffice, there- 
fore, to mention one, as characteristic of 
Christianity, and justly called a new Com- 
mandment. 

All nations, whether Jews or Geatiles, had 
early imbibed the maxim of retaliation ; an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth* 
This spirit evidently checked the progress of 
humanity and civilization. An act of the 
most cruel injustice, dictated by passion, of- 
ten blind, always excessive, and sometimes 
mistaken, was returned by another action of 
more deliberate cruelty, and of almost equal 
injustice. One of the greatest philosophers,^ 
in his definition of anger, calls it a certain 
uneasiness of mind, attended, however, with 
some pleasure, from the prospect of revenge. 

* Aristotk. 

The 



The stilpei^ pMldisopliy af Omsk' teaches^ 

tint ^revMge slieuld give no pleasum^ta one 

of his disciples: ^¥e have beard, says he, 

^^ tliat it haA been said in old times^ than 

^^ sbalt love thy neighbour, and hale thine 

^ tnemj. But I say unto ye, k^e your 

^^ enemies, Mess them that curse you, do 

^^ good to theni that hate you, and pray for 

^^ them that desjpitefully use you and perse- 

«& eute yoU| that ye may be the children of 

^ ^our F«^er which is in Heaven, who, su- 

^^ perior to every prindple of anger and re^ 

^ venge^ makes his sun to rise on the evil 

^^ and on the good, and sendeth rain^ alike 

^ on ^ jitst and on the unjust.^ There is 

q6 exhortation which eonld moro effbctu^dly 

tend to mak^wars cease in all the ^world, to 

luatap the spear, and break the bo# m sui^- 

d^, and to bum the chariot in the fire^ or in 

few wmrdi to associate and j|iarmoMM man* 

kind. 

O In 
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For all they did cast in of their abundance; 
hut she of her want did cast in all that she 
had, even all her IMng. 

/^UR Sariour baring, by a long discourse 
^^ in the Temple at Jerusalem, rebuked 
the hypocrisy and infidelity of the Pharisees, 
and foretold the approaching calamities of the 
Jewish nation, went and sat himsftif down op- 
posite the treasury, a place so called, because 
in it were deposited the voluntary contribu- 
tions of the worshippers, who came up to 

the feasts; and the money thrown into it,^ 

» 

was employed to boy wood, fw the altar, 
salt, and other necessaries, not provided for 

in 



in my other waj. Tjiie J^ws considered t^ 
%etm9, pieo^ of laudftb)ie and becoming pie^y, 
w a i^pect Ah* God wd hk bf^y teppple; 'bii^ 
it beMme io tin^e^ 911 us^ial thing $ persowi 
who w«r(s ncb9 distributed fropi piir^ halMt, 
fimn 06tefitiM:ioQ| cmt ipcopsid|3ra|:e (Nrofusjioiig 
their offerings were tbiB m^re effects ^f vanity 
and (SRstmn, Not such were tbe i90$JiYes d 
tfaijspofir widow; they proceeded /l^offit a seiue 
of diity and a. regard fw (arodand Iv^ jservice; 
her offering came frow tbe beart, H was pot 
the refuse of abmAdanoe^ but ik^ sparingd of 
pf^Terty aod of g^fpdq[>riF»tkw« Pur Sa* 
?iour wa^ sp well pleased with tbe uneowf 
mon liberality (for he discovered by his dii* 
rine inituMion^ both the swn she pnii in, and 
her atteodant jsirasatiqns)) that he called his 
jpisdples^ to be witness^ of her pii^y ; he 
pfAntcd owt to thexn the superior esiimation 
of h^ gitt) that it is not tlie e;xtent of our 
clwwri^yf but the motive with which it is given, 

a 3 that 
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that stamps its real ralue. And here (as in 
many other cases) let ns not misunderstand 
our blessed Lord, by taking his words in too 
literal a sense ; let us not suppose, that she 
was in extreme distress, or that this, was (to 
use a vulgar expression) the last farthing she 
had in the world: What would fbis hare 
been, but thoughtless prodigality ? 'The text 
should be thus understood : ^^ For all these 
^^ did cast in of their abundance, what to 



^^ them was a mere trifle ; but she did caist in 
^^ all the money she had about her, even all 
^^ that remained of that day^s sub^stenoe f^ 
for such ccmstruction the original languagS 
will warrant us in putting upon it. 

Benevolence is a quality so natural to, so 
implanted in, the breast of every good nifm, 
so strongly inculcated and recommended to 
Christians, in every page of the Gospel, that 
it will be difficult, if not impossible, to use 
any new persuasives to it, or to throw any 

new 
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new light on this subject: I trust, however, 
that its high importance, and intrinsic value, 
will need neither brilliant language, nor stu>^ 
died d^lamation, to engage your attention 
and to interest your hearts. I purpose in 
this discourse, to lay before your view, the 
radtives that men in general hare always 
had, and still hare, for the encouragement 
of public charities, wd the^ strong induce* 
ments^ that must ever particularly actuate 
Christians, to the performance of this cha« 
racteristic duty, from the example and the in- 
junction of our blessed Saviour and his Apos- 
tles ; and, lastly, I shall appeal to your judg« 
ment and your feeling^ to assist in the sup- 
pcnrt and advai^ement of the excellent in- 
stitution now before you. The wisest and 
most profound statesmen have ever consi- 
dered the real strength and security of a 
country, to consist in the number and in- 
dustry of the grand mass of the people. 

Q 4 Though 



o 



Tbough the lower wdors (deeordiag t» tib* 
decrees of Prcmd^ice) are te t^umb eea*^ 
tented in thdv 6iib<mlinate situatioM, yet 
every principle i^geed poliejr a&d fdfiiiitfliv 
est (putting humanity and relijpeB eiut of the 
question)) should induce the higher wden to 
support and asifist them, in sidmess and iia]»» 
Hiity. What ma^rter irould choose to hni 
a ttckly labourer^ or i> fsrippled artasaU, tf lie 
could avoid it? If the poor had to IgeitL to 
their fetiows alone, fiur attoiidsaice and as^ 
sistance, what a si^ depression oa the qpirtt 
of indu^zy would this be? The pursuits/of 
labour, the works of art, must %ibtn be at a 
stand ; the national iiiterest jtnust suffer, die 
the national wealth must diadni^ and the 
burden of u^^eless citizens must ultiaiatdy faft 
oa the public. Moreover, sotate viedicines 
essentially requisite, some medical skitt uh 
dispensable, may not lay witiun the reach of 
the ability of tiie lidx>urec, or of the artisi, 

to 
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W prooute ;^ the state might fay this means 
loM such memberd as the urealA of Ophir 
tan never tc|»urdiase, asid numbers main-* 
tained by Aeir labour, must now be sup- 
parted by lii:^ cofmmunity. Another motive 
whidi thonld indine mere human wisdoqi to 
sqtport llies^diarities is, the very extraor*- 
diaary alanner in which medical science has 
fafeen adhranoed by them. How nmny inge- 
nJMLs mtfn W0nld hate been Icrt to the world^ 
wlttt supfermninent talents had been buried 
in oblifjon^ ^ow many useful discoveries had 
vemaiiicd unknown, williaut liie fostering 
hand, aAd the pubtie emulation of an faospi-> 
tal i The variety of diseases which occur in 
them, the dbiequned table of misfortune, are 
here spread both before tbe experienced and 
the raw ^ the bitterest stages of malignity are 
hcffe softened, and even subdued, by the 
o united efforts of ikitl and attention. Nor 
ape the poor atone the gainers by such op- 

portunitiesy 
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portunides, the rich also, liable to. all the cs/^ 
lamities that flesh is heir to, reap, at a price 
comparatively trifling, the immediate harvest 
of painful experience apd gratuitous practiqe. 
If such are the obvious advantages of puUic 
infirmaries, is it not extraordinary that we 
see no such provided for the sidi amcmg the 
Greeks and Romans ? The Jews, also, were 
notoriously deficient. in these charities; they 
suffered their maniacs, their paralytics, and 
their lepers, to infest the gates and laneanof 
their cities, to expire with, disease in their 
suburbs, to make their be^ among the tomfos» 
It was left for Christianity alone to find re« 
ceptacles for public calamity, and accordingly^ 
we read this account of the charity oi^ the 
primitive Christians : I shall give it you in 
the very words of an author, who is oonsi- 
dered as no friend to Christianity, and I shall 
likewise mention the conduct of an emperor, 
an avowed apostate from it : ^' As long as the 

^^ contributions 
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^^ contributions of the Christian people were 

^^ free and unconstrained, the abuse of theit 

^^ confidence could not be rery frequent, and 

^^ the general uses to which their liberality 

^^ was applied, reflected honour on the reli* 

^^ gious society. A decent portion was re- 

^ senred for the maintenance of the Bishop 

^^ anAxhis CUtrgy^ a sufficient sum was al- 

^^ lotted fc^ tte expences of the public wor- 

^^ ship, the yAfiHe Temiunder was the sacred 

^^ patrimony of the poor. According to the 

^^ discretion of the Bishop, it was distributed 

^^ to support widows and orphans, the lame^ 

^^ the sick, and the aged of the community ; 

^^ to comfort strangers And pilgrims, and to ^ 

^ alleviate the misfortunes of prisoners and 

^^ captives; more especially when their suf- 

^ ferings had been oceasioned by their firm 

^ attachment to the cause of religion. A 

^ generous intercourse of charity united the 

^^ most distant provinces, aad the smaller 

o 

^^^congr^g^tions 

2 



^( ^tmgregaiwBS were chcaifHllf aadsted, hf 
^^ the alms of their more opule&t bretbren. 
^^ Such an institution, which paidi k^ je- 
(^ gai>d to the merit, than to the difitrafls of 
^^ the ob^ct^ Tery saaiteciaUy^ oeadiic^ to 
^^ the prcfpress of Clnristianity . The Pagans, 
^^ who were actuated l^ a -senae of hvma- 
^^ nityv while tjiey derided ^ledoetriiMW^ Ae- 
^^ knowle^ed the 'bene!^ok»ee v^ the new 
^^ sect. The prospect laf iiqiiaeduile rcdief, 
^^ and oS futore protection, alliured mto its 
^' hospitable bosom maay of those lufihafipj 
^' persons, whom the neglect ^ the w»rld 
^' would hare abandoned to the mi^cks ei 
^' want, of sickness, aad of old ^e. Tlieve 
^' i^ ^some reason likewise to believe, that 
^i great nmmbers of infants, Mrho, acowding 
^^ to the iohnsnan ptM^tiioe of t$ie times, bad 
^ been exposed by their parents, were Cre- 
^' qiiently rescued fcoQi death, baptized and 
^^ maintained by the piety of the Christians, 

« and 
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^ and at the expence of the polilk trea- 
*^ sure.''^ Tfee Roman Emperor Jtilian^ 
expressed himself mortified, that the Chris*- 
liaa eharity maintained not only their own^ 
but also the heathen poor* He intended to 
^et up schools in erery town, and to erect 
hospitals, where the poor and the sick might 
1)etak^[i care of . The Christians^ he said, 
had maintaincki themselves, and increased 
in the midst of persecutions, by such ikiean#, 
tts much more proper ta work upon the con^ 
mon people, than mere reascming. He com- 
mands Afsatius, Pontiff of Gkilatia, that he, 
and the other magistrates of the pronnce, 
should take care to erect infirmaries, in imi^ 
taction: of the Christians, for the sick and poor, 
and assigns part of the revenue of each pro- 
vince where such infirmaries should be erect- 
ed, for their support. 

* Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. % 
page 347. 

Let 
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Let us now consider the example and in^ 
junctions of our blessed Saviour, and of bis 
Aposdes, to the performance of this duty^ 
If the illiterate Pagan^ whose mind norer 
soared beyond this life, or whose ideas at all 
events were but uncertain respecting his fii* 
tore state, but, affected by the common dio<^ 
tates of humanity, deemed it right to encou^ 
Ifage such institutions^ what should not the 
Christian feel, who is promised eternal bi^ 
piness, as the reward of piety and true cha- 
rity i Every word and action of our Saviour, 
was designed to promote brotherly love and 
compassion, his whole life • was employed in 
acts of benevolence and mercy ; witness the 
number of his miraculous cures, recorded by 
all the Evangelists, too numerous, and highly 
unnecessary here to enumerate. ^^ Great 
^^ multitudes came unto him, having with 
^^ them those that were lame, blind, dumb, 
^^ maimed, and ^ many others, and cast them 

** down 
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^^: down at Jesus^ feet, and he healed them ; in'* 
:fl samuch that the multitude wcmdered when 
.^ :they saw the dumb to ^peak, the maim^ 
.^ tQcbe whole, and the blind to see ; and 
■^t they glorified tlie God of Israel.'' His ex- 
hortations to pity and charity are many ; one 
only i shall mention, that wh»e he recpm- 
^ -mends in so forcible a manner to the notice 
of Christians in all ages^ tlie sick, the naked, 
the stranger, and the prisoner, and declar^^ 
acts of kindness shewn to them, the same as 
if done to himself. ''In&smueh (says he) 
," as ye have done it unto the least of these, 
^' my brethren, ye have done it unto roeJ 
The great Apostle to the Gentiles says, '^ I 
' ^^ have shewn you all things, how that so la* 
^^ bottring, ye ought to supports* the weak, 
■:f^ and to remember the words of the Lord 
tfV Jesus, how9 he said. It is more blessed to 
"give, than to redeive.'? In the gifts or fa- 
vours which men usually, bestow upon each 

other 
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othier, such at feeding tilie hungry^ tiilting 
Che sick, cloChiiig the naked, defending pt ® 
delirering the oppressed^ it is flelf-endent 
that the receiver dan 6nj6y only a temporary 
benefit or blessing, whidh of necessity nust 
terminate with this present life; whereas 
the giver, in reward of his goodncM and hii* 
manity, will reap the blessing of life etemaL ^ 
Again, it is no less evident, that in receiving 
favours which we know and feel dursdves in 
need of, there cannot be imagined even the 
lowest virtue; but in freely bestowing such 
favours, there is virtue in the highest dc^free. 
*Nature, self-love, self*presf rvation, urge, and 
almost compel us to accept kindnesses, whilst 
religion, charity^ and the love of Grod, are the 
motived that induce us to confer them.^ The 
peculiar circumstances of the present period,^ 
call aloud for evary assistimce ^ich theafflu^> . 

* Pyle. 

f It was ft time 0f gffiNtt scarcitjr. 

ent 
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ent can afford^ with a voice not to be silenced. 
The imperious cry of necessity must thrill 
through every ear, and vibrate on every 
heart ; it shall not, and it has not been un- 
heard. That benevolence, which has ever 
done an honour to our country, shall, I trusty 
continue to flow with increasing strength and 
rapidity: our face shall never be turned 
away from any poor man, nor our compas- 
sion be shut up from providing for the sick 
and needy* 

Lastly, let me submit to your judgment 
and your feelings, the propriety of support- 
ing the excellent institution now before us. 
Founded by some of the most benevolent 
men that ever existed, not on the narrow 
principles of provincial, or local utility, bni 
on the broad basis of extensive and univer- 
sal charity, how has it answered its design ? 
In forty-seven years^ it has restored to health 
and to their friends, nearly forty-seven hun- 

& dred 
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dred persons, completely cured, beside^ up^ 
wards of eight thousand considerably bene- 
fitted ; need any thing more be said in its 
recommendation ? As this charity is parti* 
cularly intended to relieve the poor stranger, 
let the rich stranger, when he feels in his 
reins the current of returning health, reflect 
at how small a price he may extend the same 
blessing to his poorer brother ; give the lame 
a crutch, tinge the palid cheek with the glow 
of convalesence, relume the fading lamp of 
life that trembles in its socket ; to the child 
return its parept, to the parent restore his 
child. Sureljr such noble purposes as these 
may not only claim a trifle from the pursuits 
of pleasure, or the heap of accumulation, 
but even wring a pittance from the hard hand 
of labour, a mite from the savings of indus- 
try. But it is not merely to awaken a mo- 
mentary benevolence, that I say thus much ; 
for the blaze of munificence, I would sub- 
stitute 
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stitute the steady light of continued bounty* 
I would contract the rich flood of present ge* 
nerosity, into the lasting stream of future 
support. But whilst we thus solicit the fee- 
ble aid of man, to the relief of his drooping 
brother, let us not forget our humble and 
grateful adorations of that Almighty Being, 
whose gracious Providence confers upon us 
this salutary spring. When we bow to taste 
it, let us implore his mercy, and acknow* 
ledge the benefits he has conferred upon us ; 
when we are anxious to wash away the im- 
purities of our bodies, let us wash our hearts 
with pure water, and sprinkle our minds 
from an evil conscience. Finally, let us en- 
treat of the Saviour of the world, to give us 
evermore that living water of his blessed 
word, of which if a man drink, he shall 
thirst no mor^. Upon this, as upon all other 
occasions, however, let us remember, that it 
is the motive which ever constitutes the merit 

of 
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of the action ; let us be ready at all times to 
do good from a good principle. As our Sa- 
viour recommends, '^ Call together the poor, 
^' the disabled, the lame, and the blind, and 
^' thou shalt be blest, for they cannot recom- 
^^ pense thee, but thou shalt be recompensed 
" at the resurrection of the Just," 
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